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* To the Right Honorable, 
Henry Earl of Arundel, 
Lord Mowbray, &:c. and 
his Virtuous and Reli- 
g10us Countels. 


Great Sir , 
Eing put upon the Vin- 
aication of Set-FOrms 
of Prayer, and eſpe- 
cially of the Liturgy of our 
Church, and hearing of your 
Honour”s reſolution, and begin- 
ning (according thereto) of be- 
coming one in Religion, Worſhip, 
A93 and 
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and Serowe of God in the way of 
the Church of England, 
with your IMuſtrious and Devout * 
Conſort, as ye are become one by 
Wealock, I thought it my bounden 
Duty,upon the firſt Opportumty, 
to make known to your Lordſbip, 
and your religinus Lady , the 
great joy there 1 among us Pro- 
teltants at your commg mM, 03 
alſo to throw in my Mate and 
ſmall help to ſettle and continue 
your Lordſhip in the Religton 
you profeſs with us, which I can ab 
no way better than by comment- 
mp to you, with our God and S0- 
Tour, the daily reading and 
| ſearching 
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ſearching of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. And as to peruſing of 
Books upon them , of which 1 
may ſay with the Preacher mn his 
preaittion , namely , xcclefiattes 
there is no end: '* * 
I ſhall preſume to recommend 
the ſame Method my Tutor at 
* the Univerſity gave me, to ſettle 

me firm mn our Proteſtant 

Rel1910n, which was to be conver- 

{ant in the Homilies of our 

Church,and in the 39 Articles, 

and Rogers upon them. And 
» wmithal, 1 beg your Lordſhip's 

favour , to do what I intended 
+ with all holineſs and meekneſs of 
Spirtt, 
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Syrit , to have defired of your 
Farah F "5. wi vr 
of Norfolk, (had he not gone 
gyond Sea) namely, to vouchſafe 
the reading of WA ſbort Tra- 
Hate, made publick at the re- 
queſt of drvers perſons, by him 
who officiated ſometimes as Chap- 
lam to your Honourable Family, 
and who is and ſball be a truly 
devoted and well-wiſbing Ser- 
vant to your Lordſbip, and your 
religious Conſort , and to bath 
your renouned Relations, whileſt 


he ſhall be 


Richard Lewthwar. 


To my Reverend and Worthy Friend , 
Dr. Laurence Womock, Profeſ- 


for of Divinity, and Archdeacon of 
Suffolk. 


Reverend and Learned Sir, 


Ccording to my bounden Du- 
ty, and theearneſt Deſire was 
in my heart to reduce as ma- 
ny as I could of that great 

number of Scilmaticks and Separatiſts 
that are about us; to the Unity and 
Communion of our Church, among 
* Other things, in order thereto,” having 
received the worthy Tractate of Mr. Ro- 
bert Conold , moſt fit to help on that 
my Deſign, I commended the peruſal 
thereof to the chief head of the 1nde- 
pendant Faction ; and moſt inflexible 
(2) heart 
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heart to Reformation about us (to I take 
him to be : )for he toid me then,it would 
be to no purpole, he being (as in his own 
expreſſion) an old grown Oak in the 
Principles he was 1n., But through much 
importunity, I got promile of him to 
read it over, and give me [15 Judgment 
of it, both he granted, upon condition 
that I ſhould anſwer to- things againſt 
the late Common - Prayer Book of our 
Church , that were 1n Print, that he 
would lend me. Whereupon I promiſed 
to give my Anſwer to the chief Objecti- 
ons; whereby I became engaged to return 
an, An{wer tro him of the things of 
greateſt concern therein , which promile 
of mine will be made good, and he ob- 
liged to return ſomething about that 
Tra&ate of Schilm, if there be deliver'd 
to. him what I have drawn up to Mr. 
Powe!'s Fourteen Conliderations, in the 
beginning of his Book , of which pro- 
mile, the fail, I hope there will be con- 
viction of him, and of his conſtant hear- 
ers, and thereupon converſion of them 
to another Judgment and Practice. Now 
having made known to leveral perſons 
the 
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the ſaid Conſiderations,and my Anſwets 
thereto, as I have at times drawn them 
up, and my purpole of deliveries them 
to theparty in Writing : Divers p-ri15 
have adviſed, and delired ime ro endea- 
vour the publiſhing of them by tice Preis, 
alledging withall ſeveral Rea-ons to per- 
{wade me thereto. As firſt, becaule tle 
Factions, ſpreading them by Copies, may 
willingly adulterate the Original, and to 
diſable it, as to the conviction of them 
they communicate it to, Secondly, be- 
cauſe if not Printed,it will not be {0 com- 
monty had for the benefit of the Multt- 
tude of their weak Proſelytes, who arc 
captivated, and held in the fad bundag 
of the following, and like erroneous Ru 
diments and Traditions of the Jeluifical 
Heads of the ſeveral Fations in the King- 
dom. And thirdly, becaufe they hear- 
ing of my Promiſe made long fince, and 
nor yet performed,he and others give out, 
rhat the Allegations i in that Pamplet 1- 
gainſt Set-Forms of Prayer, cannot be an- 
iwer'd by my ſelf, or any of my Judg- 
meant. Upon conſideration w hereot, *tis 
preſumed, that if my Promile be not per- 
( 4 2 ) formed 
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formed and publiſhed,it may occaſion the 
more ſecure Settlement of them 1n thoſe 
dangerous Errors ; as allo make a greater 
ſeduction of others to them, than other- 
wile would have been. 


For which reaſons I have pitched upon 
the latter way of publication hereof (if 
Authority ſhall permit.). Now 1t your 
ſelf ſhall, upon peruſal, approve the An- 
ſwer as Orthodoxal, and that it may be 
helpful to the bringing back but of the 
ſimple (yet as I preſume conſcientious ) 
Multitude, ledd away through good 
Words and fair Speeches (as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaketh) of thoſe who have cauſed Di- 
vilions and Offences, contrary to ſound 
Doctrine. Then I moſt humbly beg , 
that your ſelf would Patronize this [mall 
Work, being Dedicated to your Prote- 
con. To which requeſt , if you ſhall 
condeſcend , *tis very probable , thoſe 
Adverlaries of our Church will not dare 
to rally Forces again about the preſent 
concerns, or to give me another chal- 
lenge, fearing that if ſo, you may be- 
Come S2cond upon the next Quarrel , 

| who'e 
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whoſe ſucceſs in conflicts of this kind, 
they know to have been ſuch, that they 
wlll not venture upon any further Un- 
dertakings about this matter. 


But, Reverend Sir, whilſt I am arguing 
againſt theſe and other Errors near of 
kin to one another, and reading thele 
Anſwers to Mr, Powe/'s Errors (to ſome 
loth to come out of them) they tell me, 
I am not of the ſame Opinion as former- 
ly, they ſay was againſt [fant Baptiſm, 
and the Book of Common- Prayer , I now 
write for, 


Sir, to (ay a little to thele Charges, 
'Tis well known to yourſelf, by my Let- 
ters, word of Mouth, and Practice (but 
beſt known to my ſelf) that I can eaſily 
take upon me, by acknowledgment of 
my Errors and Miſtakes. (for God's glory, 
my own and others Eternal Safety) all 
the ſhame, and Temporal Evils incident 
thereupon,which is much evident, when 
through your diſcovering to me the Er- 
ror I was in, your felf knew I came as 


willingly , as through your help , ſafely 
(a 3) down 
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down from that high and dangerous Pre- 
cipice I had climbed up to, of ablolute and 
irreſpective as well Reprobation as Ele- 
&ion, by giving too much credit to di- 
vers Authors of thoſe Oy1nions, and by 
not well comparing Scriptures with 
Scripture touching thoſe Points. And 
could I think that my Grant of what they 
cat upon me wrongfully, would any 
thing further their return to us herein, 
(I ſpeak it, God bearing me witneſs) I 
would take it all upon me, per modun 
altiſſin:i ſulentit, 


But,Sir,I have found upon Inquiſition, 
thar both thole Reports have been rais'd 
a4 ſpread abroad by one not of their 
Judgment. The falſeneſs of thar Report, 
that I was againſt 7favt Baptiſm, will be 
apparcntin that I have Teſtimony under 
his hand that raiſed it, and makitically 
jrezd it abroad, that at leaſt a year and 
2 half before November the 19th, 1660. 
I did in my Sermon, from ſeveral places 
of Scripture, maintain the Lawfulneſs of 
Jof ant Baptiſm. Oportet mendacem eſſe me- 
oem, And I have to the ſame Teſti- 

monial 
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momal the Subſcriptions of the three 
clucteſt men in Hardwrek, and Pulſham 
St, Mary the Virgia (belides my Acculer.) 
Which Notes then deliver'd in Hardwick 
Pulpit, were drawn up by me 1n 1656. 
after my Living of Wrghton in Norfo!!: 
was taken from me, and conferred upon 
Mr. Robert Hocknell, And thole Notes 
were drawn up by me at the requeit of 
divers (going tor Anabaptiſm ) to know 
my Judgment about that Point, which 
Notes ſent them altered their thoughts, 
and ſtrayed their further progreſs there- 
10, 


And whereas many ſay from the afore- 
laid Mouth, that was againſt the Com- 
2om-Prayer Book I now write for ; 


I confels, that for ſome ſhort time af- 
ter his Majclty's Reſtauration, I omitted 
Officiating by the Common-Prayer Book, 
but did begin with the Copfeffior , Abſolu- 
tion, and Lord's Prayer therein, and after 
the Leſſons, repeated the Aprſtles Creed , 
and after the Prayer for his Majeſty, and 
other Prayers and Colle&s I could re- 


(44) peat 
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eat r2emoriter , until I might (as I ex- 
pected) hear from Authority the re-1n- 
joyning the Oblervation thereof pun- 
Etually, With which Service (lo per- 
formed the Loyal Party for a while reſted 
contented , but ſoon after the death of 
Themas Glean , Eiq, (a man of known 
Loyalty to the Crown, and Conformity 
to the Church of Expland ) the Major, now 
Sir Peter Glean, his Son, was offended, 
left the Pariſh Church, in his own perion 
went to Sheltoz, and told me lo he 
would do, till I obſerved the Book of 
Common-Prayer, as T ought to do. W here- 
upon con'iidering with my (elf, that [ 
was tor {et Forms, and had no Excep- 
tions againſt our Liturgy, and that the 
2:4jor part of the Pariſh was for that way, 
I told Sir Peter, I was relolved if the Pa- 
riſh procured the Book , punctually to 
uſe it. I remember Sir Peter's Expreilion 
preſently was this : Coſt;z, 1 am as glad of 
your Reſolution , as of an Hunared Pounds 
given me, And the next Sunday after, 
according to mutual agreement, he deli- 
verd to me in preſence of the Congrega- 
tion, before any thing ſaid by me, the 
Book 
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Book of Common- -Prayer, and defired my 
Obſervation of it, which was perform- 
cd by me accordingly. 


But, Sir, were a!l truth that 1s ſuggeſt- 
ed againſt me, I know nor why the re- 
membrancing me thereot thould allay my 
Proceedings herein y according to my 
Promiſe thovgh (0 'tt alledged by them, 
as I jiidge for that end) conſidering the 
Charge g1ven to St. Peter, Luke 22. V.32, 
when thos art com: 'erted , ſtrengthen thy 
krethren, And truly had I becn againſt 
tet Forms of Prayer, and our Liturgy 
(as this Author was at the drawing up 
of thele Conliderations) and afterward 
thould have been convinced of the Great- 
nels of the Error, and the Damage tO 
the Church of Chrilt, through perleve- 
rance therein (as my Conſcience tells me 
they all are guilty © f. who ſtand off from 
joyning with us herein) the firſt thing I 
{hould "have undertaken, ſhould have 
been to imitate St, Par/, converted to the 
Faith by the heavenly Viſion, who forth- 
with Preached that Faith he once de- 
ſtroyed, Gal, 1, v.23, I ſhould ſoon have 

cndea- 
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endeavoured thereupon by this way I 
now 3m n,to have brought mea to unite 
in this way of Devotion with our holy 
Mother,the Church of England. Thus pray- 
ing God to bleſs you with Health, all 
happineſs, and length of days, I reſt very 
much devoted to | ak and honour you, 
whilſt 


Richard Lewthwar. 


Nortk, 


EY 


— — 


Nort. E whoſe Names are 
V V here under-written, 
do Certifie whom it may concern , That 
Richard Lewthwar , Refer of 
Hardwick, in our ſaid County , 
hath, to our Perſonal Knowledge , 
for the ſpace of two Nears , laſt 
paſt, been of a Peaceable, Sober, and 
good Converſation , hath by his Do- 
frine been Inſtrumental , under God, 
for the increaſe of our Knowledge , 
and Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chritt , 
and profitable to the Inſtruction of our 
Youth. And that in our hearmg , at 
leaſt ( as we compute ) a year and 
half fince , did in his Sermon , from 
ſeveral places of Scripture , maintain 
the Lawfulneſs of latant Bapcilm ; 
Witneſs 


fi a 

Witneſs our Hands , &c. And he 
doth Affirm to ws, That it us yet 
his JTudzment and Opinion. 


This 1 Affirm from the bottom of 
my Fleart ; 


witneſs my Hand ; 


Rich, Lewthwat. Tho. Gleane, 
Peter Gleane, 
Tho. Sayer. 
S#bſcribed this 19th Joh.Ebbettes. 
aazy of Novem- 
ber, 1660. 
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O the Readers, but eſpecially 
to them of the ſame Judg- 
ment and Practice with him 


that occaſioned the enſuing 
Diſcourſe, is compoſed chiefly to remem- 
brance them with the great concern and 
neceſlity of the being of Uniformiry, in 
Doatine and Diſcipline among them 
( that in the Apoſtle's ſence ) name the 
Name of Chriſt, or that do take upon 
them the profeſſion of Chriſtianity. And 
for the evidence of the neceſſity hereof 
among us, I ſhall mind them firſt with 
that of our Saviour, in his Prayer a little 
before his Paſſion, Jehr 17. ver. 11. 
Holy Father ((aid he) keep through thy Name 
thoſe whom thou haſt given me , that they 
may 


Tie 
Witneſs our Hands , &c. And he 
doth Affirm to us, That it # yet 
his Judgment and Opinion. 


This 1 Affirm from the bottom of 
my Heart : 


witneſs my Hand ; 


Rich, Lewthwat. Tho. Gleane, 
Peter Gleane, 
Tho. Sayer. 
S#bſcribed this 19th Joh.Ebberttes. | 
aazy of Novem- | 
ber, 1660. | 
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PREFACE 


O the Readers, but eſpecially 
to them of the ſame Judg- 
ment and Practice with him 


that occaſioned the enſuing 
Diſcourſe, is compoſed chiefly to remem- 
brance them with the great concern and 
neceſlity of the being of Uniformity, in 
DoQtrine and Dilcipline among them 
( that in the Apoſtle's ſence ) name the 
Name of Chriſt, or that do take upon 
them the profeſſion of Chriſtianity. And 
for the evidence of the neceſſity hereof 
among us, I ſhall mind them firſt with 
that of our Saviour, in his Prayer a little 
before his Paſſion, John 17. verſ. 11. 
Holy Father (ſaid he) keep through thy Name 


thoſe whom thou haſt given me , that they 
may 
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may be one, as we are, Fudas having re- 
ceived the fop, as in the 13 Chapter of 
this Goſpel, verſ. 39. and was gone from 
Chriſt and the other Diſciples to betray 
him, then Chriſt in his Prayer, delires 
the Father to keep his Diſciples in his 
ablence,through his Almighty Power,tn 
an holy Unity of Faith, Spirit and Wor- 
ſhip, which is the ſum of thele words, 
namely, that they may be one , a5 we are. 
For in theſe words Chriſt did not reſpect 
the ſubſtance of the Father , and him- 
ſelf, in which reſpe& indeed they both 
were one; but the conſent and agree- 
ment betwixt them (as doing, or having 
of things done) which was ever one 
and the ſame, as is evident from that of 
the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, quoted out 
of the Pſalms , Hebr. 10. verſ. 7, When 
the Father's will is for the Son to come, 
the Son is as ready to come , be it 
from whatſoever happineſs, to whatſo- 
ever miſery it ſhall be, When the Fa- 
ther will be pleaſed with no typical Sa- 
crifices longer, but will have the ſub- 
[tance, the Son to take a body of our na- 
ture , fitted for a Peace-offering to be 

ſacrificed 
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lacrificed for the expiation of our ſins, 
then the Son's will 15 one with his, Then 
ſaid he, lo Icome to ao thy will, O Ged, that 
they may be one, as we are ; One in will 
and conſent. And (o the ſum of Chrilt's 
Prayer there was, That the Father _—_ 
keep the Diſciples to be one in Faith, 1 
Spirit, in Mind, in Judgment, in Wor: 
ſhip and Service of God , that they may be 
ORC, AS WE AFC, 

And Chriſt did not ſee a neceſſity of 
this Unity to be in his Diſciples only, 
but ſaw it neceſlary allo to be among all 
men that ſhould believe on' him, or pro- 
te(s Salvation by him, as in Joh 17. ver. 
20, 21, Netther pray I for theſe lone, but 
for them. alſo that ſhall believe on me thrutch 
their word, that they all may be one, &C. 

Brentins upon theſe words faith, that 
what Chriſt before had prayed for his 
Dilciples, now prays for all, that ſhould 
believe on htm, and profels Salvation by 
him ; namely, that there might be Unity 
among them all, 1n Spirit, 1n Mind, 1n 
Worthip and SerVice of God. 

And now to clear up further the ne-« 
ceſſity of Unity and Uniformity among 

Believers 
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Believers and ProfciTors of Chriſtianity, 
eſpecially of them living near together : 
[ will mind rhe Readers of ſome places in 
St, Paul's Works, ſometimes praying for 
us, and preſſing upon us the lame things 
which Chriit pray'd the Father to keep 
us 1N, 

In order hercunto, I firſt urge that 
place of St. Paul to the Romans, chap. I5. 
verſ.5, 6. God grant ye to be like minded, 
&<. 1 hall give but little of ny own Me- 
ditations upon the words (the Modern 
Divines having ſpoken (o fully of them, 
as to the preſent concern.) The words 
are the Apoſtles concluſion , as to what 
he had ſpoken from the beginning of the 
14th Chapter , to the Quotation, and it 
conſiſts of Prayer and Exhortation, each 
whereof do invite to the nouriſhing of 
Unity and Concord in matters of Reli- 
gion among Chriftian Brethren , both 
ſtrong and weak, upon the Apoſtles ſup- 
plication there , God grant ye to be like 
minded, Cc. 

Marlerat ſays, That one of the Mo- 
dern Expolitors upon the words faith to 
this purpoſe, That the Apoſtle there con- 

, tends 
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tends both with God and the Church, 
Wwit»el profefſſing Chriſtianity to be of 
one and the ſame judgment, and mind {as 
to the way of God's Worſhip ) which, 
ſaith the Author there, is the very eſſe 
and being 'of Chriſtian Charity , and 
where that effe& is not, *cis impoſſible 
there ſhould be true Chriſtians, or any 
Salvation : for that all true Faith is there 
extinct, and the fear of God is not among 
them. 

The later words of the Author are 
underſtood of Diffenters from the true 
Churches of Chriſt; which be where the 
Separatiſts live: namely ſuch Churches 
as ours of Erxgland is; which is invin- 
cible by any authentick Arguments of 
Romiſh, Presbyterian , Independant , Ana- 
baptiſtical Factions, or of any other what- 
ever ; our Church being like that in 
Sion, ſpoken of in Pſalm the 48th, wer. 
12, £3. fortified with all the Impregnable 
Towers and Bulwarksof the Doctrines, 
Seals and Diſcipline of. the Goipel of 
Peace and Salvation. 

Which Church of ours was by many 
of 'the late Presbyterian and Inaepenaant 

(b) Separa- 
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Separations acknowledged to be Ortho- 
doxal, and that they had no (uch Excep- 
tons againſt the Common-Prayer Book , 
bur that they could joyn with us in Wor- 
ſhipping of God, as well as others of _ 
rheir judgment formerly, now did, and a 
long time before had done: and this was 
( to my knowledge) the loud, frequent, 
and publick Expreſſion of many of them, 
long betore the laſt Sea-Engagement w ith 
the Dutch ; but yet many of them thus 
owning cahvidtion, ſaid, They thought 
it not fit to-own ſo much by conforming 
at that preſent junEure of time, upon this 

inſufficient reaſon alledged by them 
Becauſe, thar if they did as then conform, 
they ſhould lic under the {(candal of con- 
forming , out of fear , conſidering the 
{mart and ſevere Execution of the Penal 
Statutes 1n many parts of the Kingdom, 
upon the Direction and Charges of the 
Judges 1n their Circuits. Which acknow- 
ledged Conviction of many of them, and 
reaſon of Non-conforming alledged tor 
that preſent, is thought by loyal and 
and charitable Hearts , ſounded in his 
Majeſty's Ears, and was the main end, 
Of 
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of his ſuſpenſion of the Penal Statutes 
for a while, by grant of the Tolleration 
namely, that they might thereupon rake 
the opportunity to conform w __ the 
forementioned Scandal. For his Majeſty 
there (aid, That ſeeing the forementioned 
harſher Means would not prevail, -he 
would try what that gentle way of Tol- 
leration for the prelent might do for 
their retutn to us: I am (ure his Majeſty's 


words were to this purpoſe. Of which 


opportunity ſome made preſent ule, to 
my knowledge ; for the Sunday after 
the Tolleration came down to Norwzch, 
lome came then to both Common-Prayer 
and Sermon, and not before, (I Preach- 
ing then at St. Stevens) and ſo havecon- 
rinued fince, as I have had information 
upon inquiry, ©. G, C, Which Practice 
of ſome was the hope or delire of his 
Majeſty for all , which is evident from 
the other reaſon alledged by his Majeſty, 
tor granting the Folleration, which was, 
That whilit he had Wars abroad, he 
might have Peace at hoine ; whereu POn 
loy2l and charitable hearts cannot but 
mdge, that notwithſtanding the Tolle- 
(b 2) ration, 
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ration, his Majeſty therein did publiſh 
his ditlike of the Separations, and open- 
ly check Nonconformity : and poſſibly 
might inſinuatea jealoulic of the Diſſen- 
ters from the'Eſtabliſhed Church of Exg- 
{and, that it might be 1n their hearts if 
they had but Opportunity , Power and 
Advantages, as formerly) to Rebel forth- 
with againſt his Majeſty, and to Involve 
again this Church and State 1n blood 
and confuſion. 
And now 1.beg pardon for this ſhort 
Digreſlion from the laſt quoted Text, 
(becauſe not, paſſing by without throw- 
ng in a Mite4nto rhe Trealury crefted 
tor the relict of Uniformity 1n Religion, 
which ſtands now in as much need 1n 
this Kingdom tor help, as ever) I come 
with one Gloſs more upon the Apoltle?s 
torementioned words, which I hope ſhall 
bo prevalent with Dilſlenters from us, for 
tizeir return of {ome to Us, and tor the 
unity of others with us, 1t being as apt 
and genuine an Expolition of Mr. Cal- 
©/z (a man ever of great Eſteem with 
them) as ever he gaveot any Scripture , 
(yeaking of thoſe words of the Apoſtle , 
namely, 
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namely, That with one mind and one month 
ye may glorifie God, &c, And upon the 
words immediately going before, he 
ſaith Ac quo mags commendabilem , &C. 
* that the Apoſtle might render their A- 
*greement and Unity the more commen- 
*dable,the Apoltle teacheth how necel[a- 
*ry Unity 1a Worſhip 1s, ſceing God 15 
* not truly worthipped of us, unleſs all 
*our minds and tongues a7rce rogether 
*1n praifing and g glonfying of him. The 
{um of his Inference thereupon 1s, Now 
eſt ergo quod Jactet Q:41[quarm, Cc. Let no 
* man therefore boaſt or think he hath 
* well worſhipped or ſerved God,doing ir 
* his own way; That 1s, ſeparating in 
Worihip from, and not joyning therein 
with the true Church of Chriſt, by him 
at the times appointed for Publick Wor- 
and Devotion. Ta#ztum enim Deo, &c, 
* For fo pleating to God is the Unity of 
© his Servants therein, that he will not 
*have his Glory founded forth in ground- 
<lels and injuſtihable Debates and Dil- 
*cords about the manner of his Worthip 
and Service, In Convrevations and 
© Churches with them & by chem, where 
(V3) he 
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he is called upon and ſerved , according 
to, or not againſt his Rule in his Word ; 
as our Church of England in all things 
punctually oblerveth. For which addi- 
tional Gloſs of mine upon Mr. Calvin's 
laſt words I have the Apoſtle backing of 
me , Romans 16. verſ. 17. Mark them 
that cauſe arviſuns and offences contrary to 
the doctrine which ye have learned, and 
avoid them, fur they that are ſuch, ſerve 
not the Lord jeſus Chriſt, And the afore- 
{21d Author makes lo good an ule and 
application of the Apoltle's ſupplication 
there, that were it generally practiſed 
by the Factions among us, the glory of 
God would be {o magnified, the Church 
of Chriſt here in England lo comforted 
and augmented, the Qtate and Kingdom 
ſo ſettled and united, and thereupon lo 
{trengthned, that then Ez2/azd wauld be 
in the eyes of Chrilt her husþand, as his 
Eſpoule was 1n the Caxticles, chap.6. V.4. 
namely, Beautiful as Tirzah, and comely 
4 Hierulalem ; and would be to Rome, 
and all other her deadly Enemies , ter- 
ribleas an Army with Banners. His uſe- 
jul Inference folierys in theſe words : 
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Hec uns cogitatio,8&0, The thought where- 
* of alone may be ſufficient to reſtrain 
© that mad and outragious behaviour of 
* contending and (coulding (without ot- 
© fence given (he means) about matters of 
© Religion) which as yet doth poſleſs too 
* much the heads of multitudes, I tran- 
ſlate it ſcomarnp, *tis lo like the debates 
of froward Women , being commonly 
carryed on 1gnorantly, by meer paſſion 
and ſpiritual pride , not by Scripture, 
Reaſon, Authentick or Church Prece- 
dents. Foras to the later, St. Pas! laith, 
1 Corinth, 11, verſ. 16. If any man ſeem 
to be contentious, we have no ſuch Cuſtom,nor 
the Churches of God. 

And to help all men among us, to b2 
as careful and ſtudious, to be quiet, 2:4 
to keep the Unity of the Spirit 1n 1/1- 
bond of peace hereafter, as it hath b. 
their labour and glory to be dilquict, an: 
to break it, lle remembrance ye with 
one thing more recorded of Mr. Catvzz, 
When Dr. Cranmer, Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, in Rogers por the 
the Infancy of the Re- > 
formed Churches (being 

(v2.4) 11] 
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in the Reign of King Edward the Sixth) 
was taking care for that one mainly ne- 
cellary thing of Uniformity in Doctrine 
and Diſcipline among the ſaid Churches: 
To effe& that bleſſed Work, heimparted 
his thoughts to ſeveral perſons of rareſt 
noe throughout Chriſtendom. Mr. Cal- 
vin underſtanding the Archbiſhop's 1n- 
tent, addreſt his Letters to him, and of- 
fer'd his ſervice thereto, ſaying, That 
might his Labours ſtand the Church i in 
itead, Ne decem quiaew maria, &c, Tt 
« would not grieve him to Sail over ten 
* Seas, to give iis help to ſuch a bleſled 
« Undertaking. The which if he had 
© done, and had given aflent and conlent 
to the Labours of the Rev crend, Learned, 
and Modeſt Divines of our Church, it 
might happily have prevented his dange- 
rous and doubttul Determinations about 
Ele&ion and Reprobation, depolited in 
his Inſtitutions , or if they had becn pub- 
liſhed before , might perhaps have been 
retracted by him, tothe laying alide the 
long and fruitlels diſturbance of the 
Churche bor Chriſt thereupon, And now 
drawing towards an cad, 11h ill mind ye 
V\ 1:0 
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with the Argument our Saviour uſeth in 
his Prayer, to keep all Believers. in the 
before-mentioned Unity ; He prays zhe 
Father , they may be all one, 8&c, That the 
World may believe that thou haſt ſent me, 
Here our Saviour mentions the great 
help of Unity and Concord among men 
profeſling Chriſtianity, to bring the 
World , that 1s (as I may rightlier gloſs 
upon the word world there, than they 
that tie it up to a peculiar number of the 
Elect) multitudes of people to the Faith of 
Chrift, For indeed Unity among Chri- 
{tians will do by the World, ſometimes 
doubting of the Chriſt, or Meſh, as 
Chrilt's Miracles did for John Bapriſt , it 
will (ettle them fo far in the Faith, as to 
Own, That this i he that ſhould Come, and 
that they will not look for unuother, $0 our 
Saviour Chriſt exprelly (peaking of Uni- 
ty, under the Notion of Mutual Love a- 
mong his Dilciples, or of both together, 
Fohn 13, ver(. 35. By this ſhall all men know 
that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have Love one 
to another. 

And now ſee the fruit or beneht of U- 
nity and Uniicrmicy in a Church of 
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Chriſt, and among men profefling Chri- 
ſtianiry z *tis the great means, under God, 
to add to the Church of Chriſt daily ſuch 
as may or would be ſaved, and to bring 
the World to know and believe, that 
Chriſt is the ſtone ſet at naught by the 
Fewiſh builders, and is become the head of 
the corner; and that there is no Salvation 
in any other, and that there is no other 
name under heaven given, whereby men 
muſt be ſaved, A#s 4.11, 12. 

And as Unity in the Church 1s thus 
helpful to bring 1n them that are without 
and Unbelievers, to thelaving Faith of 
Chriſt, ſo Difference and Divilions there 
do keep men without from coming in, 
that were entering, which is evident 
from the rule of contrary cauſes, which 
15 to produce contrary effe&s, which [ 
could evidence from Examples, if it werc 
not for fear of being too tedious in lo ap- 
parent truth. And upon this conſideration 
to bring back again, and to reunite to 
us them that are ſeparated and gone out 
from us, I deſire them to conſult and 
mind the ſad ſtate and condition Chriſt 
and his Spirit fay they are in, In the 

lie 
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life to come, inſtead of their ſeat they 
might had with Abraham, 1ſaac and Facob, 
it muſt be with Scribes, Phariſees, and Hy- 
pocrites, See Matt, 23, 13. and Anti- 
chriſt, x John 2. verſ, 18, 


I ſhall now hint to you in a Breviate 
what might be ſhewed further to awa- 
ken ye to a return, and come into the 
Society and Fellowſhip of our holy 
Church, 


Firſt, God 1s not with ye, for God 1s 
the God of Love, Peace and Unity, where 
he 1s truly and rightly worſhipped. (as 
he is 1n our Church of Exzland ) and there- 
fore you ſeparating from it, in {uch 
groundlel(s,heady,fierce, and fiery {torms, 
as ye have done, God is no more in vo, 
nor with you, nor them, than he was in 
the ſtrong winds, Earth-quake, and ::r-, 
that made (uch noiſe and havock upon 
the Mount Horeh, 1 Kinos 19, ww: {.11, 
where *cas laid, god w.zs in nune of tit, 


In the ſecond place, God by his word 
hath fienced ye and fulpended ye from 
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your uſurped Office , for that in the 
50 Pſalm, verſ. 16, 15 againſt ye, Why 
docſt thou preach my Laws, and rake my 
Covenant into thy mouth , whereas thou 
hateſt to be reformed, and baſ caſt my words 
behind thee. For verſ. 20, Thou ſatteſt an 
ſpakeſt againſt thy brother, and haſt flanarea 


thine own mothes”s ſon. 


In the third place, God's Spirit denys 
ye to be Churches of Chrilt, orelle at 
leaſt he charges ye with luch evil Cu- 
ſfroms as none of them have, or at leaſt 
as they ought not to have, for thole 
words of the Apoſtle, 1 Corin, 11, V. 16. 
belong to you, and to ſuch as you are, 
It any man ſeem to be contentious, we 
have no ſuch cuſtome, neither the 


' Churches of God. The Factions do not 


only ſeem contentious, they have too 
deeply engaged themſelves therein, for 
either their own or others ſpiritual 


good. 
In the laſt place, Ye are by the Apoſtle 


deliver'd, with the inceſtuous perſon , 
up to Satan, As 1 maylay, he hath ex- 
COm- 
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communicated you, Romans 16, V, 17. 
Mark them that cauſe diviſions and offen- 
ces contrary to the doetrine ye have learned, 
aud avoid them, It ye will be holding 
forth the W ord, as ye call it, the Apoltle 
would have ye have no other Auditors 
than the Walls and Stools are with ye; 
he orders all to avoid ye, none to hear 
ye, oraſlociate with ye, unleſs for your 
converſion. 


Andinow, from my Heart, for your 
converſion to us, in the Apoſtle's words 
to the Corinthians, the 1/t Epiſtle, chap. 1. 
verſ, 10, 1 ao exhort ye, and beſeech ye, 
in the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , 
That ye all ſpeak the ſame thing: that 
there be no diviſions among you, but that 
ze be perfettly Joyned to: ether with s , 
in the ſame mind, and in the ſame Judg- 
ment, And to prevail with ye all to 
joyn with us ſpeedily 1n Worſhipping 
the God of Peace and Unity, I con- 
vince ye in the words of the Apoſtle, 
Philippians 2. verſ. 1, 2, 3, If there be 
therefore any conſolation in Chriſſi, if 
any comfort of love , if any fellowſhip of 


the 
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the ſpirit, if any bowels and mercies , 
falfil ye my Joy , that ye be like minded , 
have the ſame love , being of one ac- 
cord, of one wind with us, Let nothing 
henccſtrth be done through ſtrife, or Vain- 
plory , bnt tn lowlineſs of mind, let each 
efteem other , better than themſelves, So 
biddeth farewel to ye all, 


Richard Lewthwat. 


February 


tt. 


y 


February 26. 16577. 


Mr. Lewthwar, 


Have heayd, read, and conſe d 

- of your ' Treatiſe , Intituled; A 
Juſtification of ſer Forms of 
Prayer, and in eſpecial of the 
Liturgy of the Church of England , 
in Anſwer to, and Contutation of 
Vavaſor Powel's Fourteen Conlide- 
rations againſt Compoſed, and Im- 
poled Forms , &c. And upon the 
whole matter I concerve it may be very 
Uſeful and Profitable , eſpecially to the 
vulgar ſort of ſeduced Diſlenters , to 
with-draw them from their former 
Errors , and procure their Return to 
the 


"6 
the Way of Divine Worſhip pre- 
ſcribed in the Church of England, 
if you will be perſwaded to permit it 
to be made Publick by the Preſs. 


Hen. Nerford , B. D. Rettor of 
Attleburgh, Nort. 


I Edward Atkinſon, Re&or of Bun- 
well, Nort. deſire the ſame thing. 


To 
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BBLERBPERODOND 
TE pope ae 


C Tothe Compoſers , Impoſers , Readers , 


and Hearers of COMM 0 N- 
PRAYER , to the Diſputers 
and Writers for Co MM 0 N- 
PRAYER. 


>. Would deſire ye all in the Name 
FP and Fear of the All-ſeeing Al- 
þ mighty,and All-judging God,to 
ſet theſe following and the like 
Conſiderations to your Hearts, 
| 7 and your Hearts to thein, 

Fiſt, How jealous the Lord of Heaven and 
Farth is, of his own Worſhip and of all the 
Parts and Circumſtances thereto belonging. 
Dent. 5.9. Hoſ. 5. 11. Matith. 15.3. Col. 2.21. 
Rev. 2.2. 14+ 20. 

2. How abominable and unacceptable, to this 
holy juſt God, have been, and is, all Idolatrous 
Superſtitious and Falſe Services, and all that do 
ſerve him, in any way or thiag, which he hath 
not himſelf commanded: and appointed. Det. 7. 

B 25, 26. 


EY 
25, 26. Iſa. 30. 22. and the 66. 3, 4. Ferem.g. 
13, 14. EZY. 20. 4. 

3, How lorely and ſeverely hath he puniſhed 
thoſe Kings, Priefts, Prophets, and people, that 
have deen falſe Worthippers, and {werved from 
his holy Commandments. 1 Kzngs 11.6, Namo. 
Li. J4- | 

4: Conſider whether God doth call upon any 
of you all , to offer him any fuch Service as this 
is, and whether he may not ſay to you, as he 
did once to Fudah; Who kath required thzs at your 
hand? Ifai. 1. 12. 

5. How inconſiſtant with the day and light of 
the Golpel, is this Service, God having ſent his 
Word more fully an1 plainly te dire his Mini- 
ſters and People, and given his Spirit in a more 
abundant meaſure, to help and enable them to 
call upon him. 

6. How little good (if any at all) hath been 
done by the long ute of the Service-Book, though 
men have prayed long by it, that the reſt of their 
lives might be holy and righteous, and yet they 
{t11] continue profane and unrightcous. 

7. How much huct it hath done, in ſholdering 
and thruſting 'out many godly , painful , foul- 
taving Preachers, and in bringing in and main- 
taining to many ignorant, fcandalous, Izzy , and 
formal Prieſts and Curats, to the deceiving and 
utter undoing of precious ſouls. | 

8. Whether the impoſing of the Scotijh Lt- 
rurgy (which in ſome things was better, though 
WT Sn 
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in ſome others was worſe than the Engliſh») was 
not the beginning , and the firſt caute of the late 
grievous Wars, and if fo, whether men ſhould 
hot be more cautious to do the like for the fu- 
ture, 

g. Whether if the truth were throughly and 
truly weighed and examined,the firſt end of Com- 
poſing the Common-Prayer-Book (which do's fo 
much {ymbolize with the Maſs) was not to bring 
Papiſts to Church, bur it effeed fo little therein 
(not becauſe they ſo much diſliked it, as becaule 
it was not in Larin, and commanded by the Pope) 
that it rather confirm'd them in their Maſs- 
fervice. 

10. Whether ſome may not intend by the re- 
eſtablifhing this Book , to oppoſe and -put down 
thatexcellent and gracions Spirit of Prayer and 
Preaching, which God hath poured out upon his 
Miniſters, and to make this a ſnare and net againft 
all Preachers and people that out of Conſcience 
cannot conform thereto. 

11. Whether any perſons can produce any 
ſuch Liturgy or Form of Prayer from the begin- 
ning of the World, either among the Ferrs or 


Geztiles, till above three hundred years after 


Chriſt, when Anti-Chriſt began to exerciſe Papal 


Power, 


12. Whether if there were no other reaſon, 
but that this Byuok hath been fo much Idoliz*d by 


* 


the gen-rality of men, an ofenive to fo many 


Chrittians ,- it fhould not be done with (2s the 
. B 2 Bralza 
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Bralen Serpent was by Hezekiah. 1 Kings, 

13. Whether one cnd of Chriſt's coming into, 
and one part of his work in the World, was 
not to redeem men from the Rudiments and Tra- 
ditions of men, of which this is one ; And whe- 
ther it be not a fin againſt the Blood, and Spirit, 
and Goſpel of Chriſt, to impoſe, maintain, an 
continue ſtil] the ule of the ſame. 1 Pet.1. 18,19. 
Heb. g. 1c, 11. 

14. Whether at the great and terrible day of 
Judgment any Magiſtrates, and Miniſters, or 
People can juſtifie before Chriſt the making , 1m- 
poſing, reading, or hearing of this or the like 
Service? And whether good men, as faras they 
build with this Material , will not ſuffer loſs ? 
And whether thoſe can ſtand then in the Judg- 
ment without fear, ſhame, and ſorrow, that haye 
caſt out, perſecuted, impriſoned, or otherwiſe 
aclicted the true Preachers, and Servants of God, 
who C1] chooſe to obey God rather than men; 
And to oblcrve his Divine Will, rather than the 
Traclitions of men? Conſider what I ſcy, and the 
Lora ve thee ( you) underſtanding in all things. 
2 Tim. 2. 7. I eſteem all thy precepts coucernmg 
all things to be right, ard I hate every falſe way. 
Plalm 1 19. 12%. 

With thete fourteen Conſiderations Favaſor 
Powel begins his InveQtives againſt Liturgies, {ct- 
| orms of Prayer, and Common-Prayer Books, c*c. 
which was Printecl at Londor, for Livewell Chap- 
man, Anno 1661, and was deliver'd to me, to 

Pere 


*- 


— 


—_— 


an Xa XS oa 


Ml ©) wo Bn HW. FA _ Aa uoUaa. 


—_—_ rw + 


Wl 


peruſe, and to give my judgment thereof, the 
tore-mention'd part whereof, I have confider'd , 
and according to promiſe do return lome of my 
thoughts upon theſe conſiderations, in the fol. 
lowing words ; 


To the Oppoſers, Contemners, and Nee- 
. leffers of Common-Prayer , ad tothe 
Diſputers and Writers againſt Common- 


Prayer. 


Would deſire you all in the Name and Fear 

of the All-ſeeing, All-mighty,and Ail-judgins 
God, to ſet theſe following Propoſitions , Con- 
cluſions, &#c. to your Hearts, and your Hearts 
tothem, being evidently enough, though ſecretly 
cloled and couched in the wombs of the fore-men- 
tioned Conſiderations. 

But before | come to open the Contents of the 
Conſiderations (which I prelume are framed efpec- 
cially for a Scare-crow to the Worſhippers and 
Servers of God, in the Way of our Church of 
England by the Book of Common-Prayer , and by 
a Compoſed Form, or Forms of Prayer, by the 
Miniſters before their Sermons) l defire all that 


* admire the reaſons laid down againſt this kind of 


Worſhip, to conſider, that the Author doth not 
intend only the Condemnation of our Common- 
Prayers, but of any Common-Prayer whatever 


hath been Compoled, or ſhall be ; for he writes 
B 3 to 
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to the Dilputers, and Writers for Common- 
Prayer; and to the Compolers, Impolers, &c. 
of Commoen-Prayer, which terms are indefinite, 
and are equipollent in Logic to Univerſality , fo 
that the Author is againſt all Common-Prayer , 
whatever have been, or ſhall be Compoſed , or 
Impoſed, cc. fo that you may ſee by the imme- 
diate ſucceeding difcourſe, there is no leſs then 
a condemnation, by the Author, of David, of 
St. Paul, of all the ancient and modern Churches, 
and Divines , yea and of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, 
that came into the World to ſeek and to ſave that 
was loſt, | 

And now to ſhew ye the blincineſls of this 
Guide , Diſputing and Writing againſt Com- 
mon-Prayer , and the danger of them that follow 
him, and ſuch as are of his crroncous Judg- 
ment : 

Firſt. 1 deſire ye to ſearch the Scriptures, as 
concerning this matter, where we find Records, 
that Common-Prayers, and ſet-Forms have been 
Compoled, Impolſed, and Uſcd by them that were 
ſanQified , yea, by them that had - Authority 
from Heaven, to inſtrudt and guide men in the 
Worſhip and Service of God. In the; 1 Chroz, 16. 
verl..7. Then ox that day David delivered firſt this 
Palm, to thenk.the Lord, into the baud of Aſaph, 
and be brethren; if ye look upon what follows, 
ye have the form of the Thankigiviag : Ifye look 
before that 7th Verle , ye ſhall ſeg the occalion 
thereof; and the Quire appointed. to, ling it 


unto 
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unto the Lord in the Ears of the Congregation. 
But come we to look into the Golpel ; and 
that in the 11th of St. Luke, at Verſe the firſt, 
our Saviour's Diſciples deſired him to teach 
them to pray , 4s Fohn aljo taught. h:s Diſciples ;, 
hereupon Chriſt compoled a Prayer , the Form 
being, Our Father which art in Heaven , &c, 
yea, an! impoſed it upon them, to be ufed by 
them : when ye pray, ſay, Our Father which art im 
Heaven, &c. Now this Prayer was, and is Com- 
mon-Prayer ; 'tis a Prayer belongs to every one 
of Chriſt's iſciples, becaule it {utes all their 
occaſions, and *tis commanded, 1 hat they ule it 
as oft as they pray; MWhen ye pray, ſy, Our Fa 
ther, &c. but yet not lo injoined that hey Hould 
uſe no other when they pray ; but that as 200d 
Expoſitors give the meanins (as is the prattice of 
the beſt Reformed Churches) an men of the 
{oundeſt judgments, they ſhould either at the be- 
ginning or ending , or in ome part of their Dz- 
votions , ſend up the deſires of their hearts to 
God in that form of Prayer; And if upon theſe 
Conſiderations, that Prayer be not Common, or 
a {et-Form of Prayer , I know not what is meant 
by the notions cf Common or ſet-Form of Prayer. 
King Charles the Firſt , of moſt bleſſed memory 
in his Contemplations upon the Ordinance againſt 
the Common- Praycr-Book, ſaith of this our Lord's 
Prayer, that it is tke warrant, and original pat- 
tern of ſet-Liturgics in the Chriſtian Church. 
Further, conſidering Chrifts Diſciples requeſt 
3 4 there, 
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there,'tis more then probable,that Zohn the Baptiſt, 
had Compoled a fet-Form of Prayer to be uſed 
by his Diſciples in their Devotions and Service of 
God. 

One Precedent more I ſhall mind ye of, for 
juſtification , for Compoſing and Uſing fet-Forms 
of Prayer in the Churches of Chriſt, which I 
bring from the practice of St. Paul, in the begin- 
ning of his Epiſtles, to the ſeveral Churches of 
Chriſt. St. Paxl knowing, as he ſaith, in the 
17 orzath. Chap. 3. Verle6, 7. I hat 'tis not of 
his pl:nting, nor of Apolls*s watering by the word 
alone, that Grace is begotten, or increaſed in 
men, but that 'tis by God's bleſſing the word 
thereto ; doubtleſs hereupon it was that he ever 
began his Epiſtles, with prayer to God, for ſpi- 
ritual bleſiings to be to them , through the word 
he ſent them. 

And if ye peruſe the beginning of his Epiſtles, 
he being to bring down the ſame bleſſings upon 
the ſeveral Churches from God by his Epiſtles 
and Prayer to God, he uſeth ever the ſame ſet- 
Form of Pra er, Rom. 1. Yeri. 7. and Epheſ. 1, 
Verf. 2. kis "rayer for them is in the fame form 
of wordg, G. ace be to you, ani peace from God 
our Fatver, and the Lord Feſius Chriſt. See St. Paul 
having the ſin.e merciez of Grace and Peace, to 
icek at God®s han, to be power*d down upon 
thoſe Churches, by his Epiſt'es to tHe n, his heart 
aſcen1s up in defire to God, for their ſpiritual 
benef x therevy in the ſame words, 

Nay, 
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Nay, and *tis not a Common-Prayer , or Li- 
turgy for himlelf only to pray by , but for others 
alſo, for himſelf, and Soſthenes, 1 Corinth, Verl.2. 
for himſelf and Timothy, 2 Corin. Chap. 1. Verl.2. 
and Philip. Chap. 1. Verl. 1, 2. and Colef. Chap. 1. 
Verl. 1, 2. 

Yea, *tis a {et-Form for himſelf, Silvanzs, and 
Timothews, Epiſt. 1. Theſfal. 1. Verl 1, and 2. 
Thefal. Chap. 1. Verl. 1,2. Yea further, *Iis 
a ſet-Form for himſelf, and the Brethren with 
him at Reme, praying to God through the means 
of that Epiſtle for the re-eſtabliſhing the Galatians 
in the Goſpel from which they were fallen, ris 
the Prayer for them all, Grace be ro ye, and 
peace from Godthe Father, and from onr Lora 7 oſs 
Chriſt. Galat. Chap. 1. Verl. 1, 2, 3. 

So that the ſumm of this alledged out of 
St. Paul's prattice to juſtifie ſer-Forms of Prayer 
(whoſe Defire and Praycr to God for Ijracl was, 
That they might be ſaved, as Romans the 10th. 
Verſ. 1.) amounts to this, That St. Paul, Soff- 
henes, Silvanus, Timorheus, and the brethren with 
Paul at Rome did put up their Prayers to God, 
for his beſtowing ſpiritual bleſſings upon the 
{everal Churches of Chriſt, through the word of 
grace, Cid put themup, Ifay, in a Common- 
Prayer, ina ſet-compoſed ( or, as the Separa- 
tiſts call it) ſtinted Form of Praycr; And conf1- 
dering that the afore-mentioned Chriſtians and 
Saints continued ſo lons in a Common fſet-Form 


of Prayer for thoſe Churches, I cannot think but 
the 
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the pride, ignorance, heady, and high-minded 
Spirits of theſe men ( had they lived in days to- 
gether) would have charged St. Paul, and the 
reſt that joined with him in Devotion for the 
Churches with what they caſt upon the painful, 
orthodoxal, conformable Clergy of our Church 
in the ſeventh Conlideration , where they cal] 
them Ignorant, Scandalous, Lazy , and Formal 
Prieſts, and Miniſters, to-the decciving and utter 
undoing of precious ſouls, and ſhould they have 
had but ſuch Revenues , Salaries, T ithes, and 
Gleabs gone along with their Labours , as our 
reverend Biſhops, Deans and Chapters, and ſome 
of our Clergy had with theirs, their Conformi- 
ty, and Unitormity in Praycr, eſpecially it being 
{o ſhort (how holy foever their lives had been) 
was Crime enough for their Houſes to have becn 
Plunder'd , their Eſtates Sequeſtred , and their 
Perſons Impriſoned. 

And now to lcave off the further confirmation 
of this unjuſtly condemned Practice of Devotion, 
by the ule of letForms of Prayer in the times 
of the Old and New Teſtaments, and in the 
times of the Antient (hurches before Popery, 
and in the days of the Reformed Churches, fallen 
from the Pope , I ſhall only commend to your 
conſideration,the Prayer of St. Chryſoſtom, where- 
with we even cloſe our dayly Devotions, as in all 
probability he, and the people he was over, did 
conclude their Worſhip of God, in their ſct- 


Forms of Prayer. 
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eAlnighty Ged who haſt given us Grace at this 
time with one accord, QC, 

I confeſs 'tis not the Forms of Prayer , be they 
never ſo Admirable, as to Expreſſions, without 
the fervent deſires of the Heart, be the man never 
{o righteous that utters them , that do avail ought 
with God; but when a man from the groun:: of 
the heart aſcends up to God in Forms, be they 
never ſo antient, ſhort, or Common, (proyiccd 
they be lawlul as to the Matter, and lauclable as 
to the manner of the Expreſſion ) lupplicating , 
praying, interceding, and giving of thanks; thei 
they become at the Throne ot Grace , ſuch as 
St. Fohn 1n the 5th of the Revelations, Yerl. 5. 
{ſaw in Heaven, when the 24 Elders fell down 
before the Lamb, namely, barps, and golden wi.ls 
fall of odours, ever the prayers of Saints. 

And hereupon was the exellency of David's 
Prayer, of. which he {peaks, Pſalm 1145. Verl. 58. 
I made my petition with my whole heart. There 
are recorded in the Scripture divers Forms of 
Prayers and Thankſgivings, Compoled by David, 
and other devout Worſhippers of God ; queſtion- 
Icls, fox the ule of themlelves and others :_ in the 
frequent Commemorations of God's Mercics to 
them, and for their Supplications to be made unto 
God, their wants being again the ſame or a- 
Iike as formerly. But now that which made 
theſe Forms of Frayer effectual, David mentions 
in the ſame place , where he faith he did it with 
his whole heart. All the powers and ——_ 
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of his Soul were now ating in their ſeveral places, 
ſo as he might prevail with God to ſupply his 
wants. And a devout ſoul, fetting dilligently 
to this, as St. Peter and the reſt of the I welve 
reſolved to do. Acts the 6th, Verl. 4. namely, 
give themſelves much to prayer, as David did, 
namely petition the Lord with his whole heart, 
let it be in a ſet-Form, that that praying foul 
goes to God, that ſoul cannot want ſuccels long. 
For if the Spirit it ſelf, as St. Paul ſpeaks , 
Romans the 8th, Verl. 26. be not yet helping his 
Infirmities; it will not be long before he be with 
him, making Interceſſions for him: 5. e. working 
in him gronings that cannot be uttered, nor long 
unanſwered by his God, if the things petitioned 
may be conſiſtant with God's glory , and the pe- 
titioners true good ; and what hinders that this 
ſoul praying to, or praiſing God in a Form as be- 
fore limited, may not be accepte1 of God, 1ee- 
ing God hath his whole demand of him in a way 
not inhibited by him, as is evident , Prov. 23, 
Verſ. 26. My ſon give me thy heart. So that what 
St. Fames ſaid of Pith without works,and of faith 
with works, may be ſaid of Common,or ſet-Forms 
of Prayer without the heart going up to God 
with them, and with the heart going up to God 
in or by them. In the 17 Verle of the ſecond 
Chapter, he ſaith, that faith if it hath not works, 
i dead being alone ; and in Verle the 26th, as the 
body without the ſpirit 1s dead, ſo faith without works 
#5 dealalſo ;, Faith with ut works, is like the —_ 
witn- 
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without the ſpirit; it aQts nothing to the good 
thereof, Even fo the beſt Forms of Common- 
Prayer, if there be wanting in the man that 
utters or uſes them, a ſpirit or heart of ſupplica- 
tion , they prevail nothing with God 4or him ; 
they may be Vials, but they are without Odours 
or Incenſe, and ſo no ſweet favour to God. But 
then in the 22 Verſ. the Apoſtle, that, faith by 
works was made perfe(t: and in the 23 Verl. 
that by virtue thereof faith was imputed to Abra- 
bam for righteouſneſs, and he was called the 
friend of God. Even ſo Common Forms for 
Prayer by fervent carneſt {upplicating hearts, go- 
ing to God in them, the.Common Prayers, but 
as dead in themlelyes, are thereby made pertec, 
yea lively ; and the praying man thereby is own- 
ed of God, and dealt by as his friend. 

I ſhall now end my reaſoning for the lawful 
and juſtifiable uſe of Common Forms of Prayer, 
that ſuit our wants, our hearts being in a praying 
condition , with the practice of our Saviour in 
his bitter Agonies ; Marth. 26. Verl. 39, and 42. 
there is mention of Chriſt*s praying to the father, 
for the Cup to pals from him; and having no 
grant, and relolving to ſcek God further for it, 
n the 44 Ver{ſ.*tis ſaid, he went away again, and 
prayed the third time, faying the ſame words. 

And laſtly , To prevail with ye, to come of 
from the dangerous Frrour ye are in, as concern- 
ing the preſent, 1 ſhall mind ye with the Reaſons 
Kins Charl:s the Firſt, of moſt bleſſed _— 

ath 
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hath Iaid down for the prefent purpoſe , in his 
Obfervations- upon the Ordinance againſt the 
Book of Common-Prayer. 

| wilt write down fome Paragraphs in that 
TraQate, that they that have not his Book, may 
read the Judgment of that bleſſed Martyr, con- 
cerning the matter now in hand. 

In the 1xth Paragraph his Words are theſe : 

« For the manner of uſing fet and preſcribed 
« Forms, there is no doubt, that wholfome words, 
hh being known and fitted to mens underſtandings, 

& are ſooneſt received into their hearts,and apteſt 
*to cxcite, and carry along with them judi- 

*cious and fervent affections. 

In the eighth Paragraph thus he writes : *1 

© cout never fee any reaſon , why any Chriitian 
« thould abhor or be forbidden to ule the ſame 
« Forms of Prayer , fince he prays to the ſame 
«God, believes in the {ame Saviour, profeſſeth 
«the lame Truth, reads the {ame Scriptures, hath 
<« the ſame Duties upon him , and feels the fame 
& dayly wants for the moſt part both inward and 
© outward, which are common to the whole 
«Church. 

MM the ninth Paragraph he goes on thus ; ** Sure 

*we may as well before hand know what we 
«pray, as to whom we pray, and in what words, 
«as to what ſenſe; when we defire the 1ame 
« things, what hinders we may not uſe the ſame 
* words? our appetite and:digeſtion too may be 


- goo when we ulz » as We pray for, our dayly 
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k will write down here the thirteenth Para- 
Sraph, which though it juſtifies Cominon Forms 
of Prayer, yet condemns not, but rather approves 
what our Adverfary ſo maguifics (as to down 
with ſet-Forms of Frayer) provided it be done 
with a religious and prudential care. 

His words follow : 

* Though I am not againſt modeſt, diſcreet, 
* and humble uſe of Miniſters Gifts in publick, 
« the better to fit and excite their own and the 
* peoples affections to the preſent occaſions ; yet 
**1 know no neceſſity, why private and fingle 
< abtlitics ſhould quite juſtle out, and deprive the 
* Church of the joynt Abilities, and concurrent 
*©Gifrs of many learned and podly men, fuch as 
« the Compolers of the Service-Book were, who 
« may in all reaton be thought to have more Gifts 
*and Graces, inabling tkem to Compoſe with 
« {erious deliberations and concurrent advice 
*fuch Forms of Prayers as may beſt fit the 
* Churches. common wants, inform the hcarers 

<« underſtandings, and ſtir up that fiduciary and 
© fervent application of their Spirits (wherein 
*« conſiſts the very life and foul of Prayer) then 
* any private man by his ſolitary abilities can 
« be preſumed to have with what they are many 
<« times ( even there, where they make a great 
© noiſe and ſhew) the affectations, emptineſs , 
* impertinencies , rudeneſs, confuſtons, flatneſs, 
© obſcurity, vain an1 ridiculous repetitions, the 


« ſenſle{s, and oit-times blafphemous Expreſſions, 
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& 211 theſe burthen'd with a moſt tedious and 
« intolerable length, do ſufficiently convince 
« 4llmen, but thoſe who glory in that phariſaick 
© way. 

And the ſaid King Chzrles, having in the 
15th Paragraph ſhewed the neceſſity of the ule 
of Forms, of publick Compolure in the per- 
formance of Sacramental Adminiſtrations, and 
the like in the 16th Paragraph ; his words are as 
follow : 

« A ſerious ſenſe of which Inconvenience in 
«the Church inavoidably following every mans 
* ſeveral manner of Officiating , no doubt, firſt 
© occaſioned the Wiſdom and Piety of the An- 
«© tient Churches, to remedy thoſe Milchiets, 
*by the uſe of conſtant Liturgics of Common 
_ © Compolure. 

And nov for a cloſe (at preſent) as tomy Me- 
ditations upon the preſent {ubjedt of Common- 
Prayer , what can folidly or commendably be {aid 
againſt the Ule of Set and Compoſed Forms of 
Prayer, to put up to God the fervent deſires of 
our hearts by. If the (aid Forms be lawful, lau- 
dable, and convenient as to the Matter and Ex- 
preſſions, {uiting together with our wants : fee- 
ing we have ſuch a cloud of Authentick Au. 
thors for it, as David, Feſus Chriſt our Saviour, 
St. Paul, Fobn the Ba ptiſt, beſides the Fathers, 
the Antient "= Lang the devout and pious Mo- 
dern Divines, yea, an41 might have recounted 
even all late Reformed Churches, till theſe late 

vpſtir!, 
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upſtart , anti-Chriſtian, heady, high-minded ; 
' late FaQtions aroſe, diſturbing the Unity and 
bleſſed Peace of our, and other true Churches 
of Chriſt, denying the Lord that bought them, 
, and without — bringing upon them- 
{elves and their Profelytes ſwift deſtrution. 

And now I ſhall end my Meditations, as to 
what preceded the Author's propofed fourteen, 
Conſiderations, ( following now to be confi- 
dered of ) in the very Words of the before 
quoted King Charles of Blefſed Memory , with 
which he ends his Obſervations upon the {aid 
Ordinance againſt the Book of Common-Prayer. 

I wiſh (faith he) their Repentance may be 
' theironly Puniſhment ; that ſeeing the mifcheif 
the diſule of publick Liturgies hath already 
produced, they may reſtore that Credit , Ute 
and Reverence to them , which by the Antient. 
Churches, were: given to Set Forms of ſound 
and wholeſome Words. 

And now having ſhewed the groundleſs Op- 
poſitions of the Author, to Common and Set 
Formsof Prayer (given me to peruſe) and to 
give my opinion concerning the aforeſaid ſub- 
, je; and having alſo, from the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, and otherwiſe, juſtified the Uſe, and 
manifeſted the Aptneſs of Common: Prayers, for 
our Devotions , Wortfhip and Service, to be 
put up and performed to God. ..I now come 
to ſpeak to the Foprteen Conſiderations , which 
the Author propoſeth b the Wortd as onan- 
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fwerable Evidences (ig his judgement) to make 
the aforefaid kind of Worſhip and Service, 
(though never ſo Confcientioully, Sincerely , and 
Heartity performed) to be damnable , becauſe 
abominable to God , and not required of us 
by him, as is to be colleted out of his four 
firſt Conſiderations. 

I ſhall therefore now ſpend a little time about 
the ſaid Conſiderations, and look into the 
Bowels of them, (they being in the whole, like 
the great Horſe framed at the Seige of Troy ) 
in the Body whereof , were inclolod men 
enough to deliver up the ( ity to Deſtruction. 

For in this Fabrick and Womb of theſe Con- 


fiderations, are inclofed concluftons and opini- + 


ons enough td deliver up treacheroufly , the 
City of God,, the Souks Redeemed by Chriſt's 
Blood, to Hell , and its Aſhſtants, the Belſcigers 
thereof, to Eternal Deſtruction ,(if impenitent. 
ly followed, and perſevered therein,) 

I-will therefore open the Door of this Mon- 
ſer (compoled by deceitful Workers ) having 
tran+formed themfelves in the Apoſtle's lence, 
into the Miniſters of Chriſt: And letting out 
the deadly Enemies therein, the falfe conclu- 
ſions, ſhall ſlay themwith the two edged Sword 
of God's Word an! known Truth; That they 
make no further devaſtation -hereabout, -upsn 
them for whom Chriſt'dyed. 


In- he Confiderations,, the Author falls from 


the way he-begiatf int, as to the quantity of a 
pro- 
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propobition, namely, the univerſality of his 
condemnation of Common-Prayer , in his Inde- 
finite term; for now he endeavours, eſpecially 
to keep the Common- -Prayer Book of our Chureh 
of England, from a glorious RelurreRion ; 
which had been Crucified, Dead and Buried 16 
long time by the long Parliament and their Ar- 
mies. For all his Magazine is ſpent in killing 
again , what they thought they had killed be- 
fore for ever , namely the Common-Prayer 
Book. 

In the-fout firſt Conſiderations are contained 
four poſitive Concluſions, which the Author 
endeavours to make good by Scripture, and 
thereby to overthrow the Common-Prayer Book 
of our Church; for which purpoſe , even the 
whole part of the following Pa Pa mphler i is ſpent. 

Look upon the firſt Conſideration beginning 
thus; How Jealous the Lord of Heaven and 
Earth is of his own Worfhip, and of all the 
parts and ciccumſtances thereto belonging : 
Dems. 5. verſ. 9. &e. and withall look upqgn the 
latter part of the ſecend. Conſideration, at 
thefe words, All that doſerve him in any way 


or thing, which he hath not himſelf comman- 


ded or appointed. Demt. 7, werſ. 25, 26, &e. 
And ye ſhall ſee thus much to be imply%d and 

inferred. The Propoſition. | 
The Lord, in wy Scriptures hath ſet forth 
his own Worſhip and Service for us to perform 
and obſerve , as to alt the parts ;- cireym- 
C 2 farces, 
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ſtances, way and things thereto belonging. : 
Parts, Circumſtances , any way , and things, | 
are his own words, asye may read in the firſt », 
and ſecond Conſiderations, and are fecrerly 
affirmed there by the Author , of the Worſhip | G 
and Serviceof God, to the fame purpoſe I have C] 
predicated them in the Propoſition: or 
To which 1 thus Antwer, W 
As to the eſſential and abfolutely neceſſary is 
parts of our Worſhipping and, Serving God, or Sc 
as to what is to be beliexed and morally done 
by us to be fave ; 1 do grant,they are contained 
and fet forth; firſt fully in the Old Teſtament, th 
and that by Moſes, from the Mouth of God; an 
though not ſo cleerly as ſmce, becauſe of the | up 
Vail that was over; 1o that then they could not | pr 
fteadtaſtly tee to the end of them, as St. Pay! | Cj 
ipcaks , 2 Cor. 3. ver! 13, fo 
And they are again fully ſet forth in' the New in 
Teſtament , and that by Tefu-. Chriſt , from the ſe 
Father. John 12. verſ. 50. Waatſoever I peas Fy 
therefore ," even as the father ſaid unio me, ſo] fe: 
ſpeak, . Whereupon'& hrift is called the W:rd; hij: 
7oba 1. verſ. 1. that is, the Word of the Fa- + bi 
ther ; becaule, as the Father raught him 1o he, as 
{pake: 7ohn 8. werſ. 28. Therefore in reſpett to ' th, 
the lerting forth fully the Worthip and Service po 
of God, and way to Salvation ,* as to the.efſen- L, 
tial*parts thezeof; both Chriſt and Mofes have » D 
approbation, by the Anthor-to the Hebrews', tir 
6aps 3« verſe 1,2, Conſider the Apoſtle: and big A! 
Priee 
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PrieſÞ of our profeſſion , Chriſt Feſus, wo v 

' faithful to him that appormed him , as alſo Moles 
was faithful in ll bis honſe 

But to grant that the Worſhip and Service of 
God, ſet forth to {uiſhciently by Moſes, or 
Chriſt, as beiore granted, was Gireted and 
order'd , as to all the circumſtances , words , 
ways and things by them, or any un-er them , 
/ is to grant more than..can be proved by the 
r Scriptures. 
- For to inſtance in one particular , eſſential 
I part or duty of Worſhip or Service, we ice, 
» that when God by Aoſes, or his Son, or by 
z any underthem, have commanded men to call 
e | upon God, by Prayer, in time of need; or to 
t| praiſe him for his goodneſs to them; all the 
/ Circumſtances of this Duty, as to words, or 

farms , or places, or number oi times of Pray- 
y ingtoGod, or Prailing of him, are not fully 
e {et forth by them , neither by Precept , nor 
& Example; for we ſee the Examples hercin dit- 
1 fering: Pſal. 119. verſ. 164. the Plalmiſt is at 
3 his Devotion feven times a day ; and Danel is 
' «but three times; Damel 6. werſ. 10. And lo 
e, as te the Poſture or Geſture in performance of 
0' the Duty, have not been the fame 5 Danie's 
e poſture was kneeling, in the place aforcfaid. 
i- Lnke 18. verſ. 13. the Publican's was ſtanding. 
es» Deut.g. verſ. 18. Moſess poſture was {ome- 
'» times falling:down. upon his Face art his Prayers, 
> And as.much-may be ſhewed, as to other Duties. 
- C' 3 So 
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So that from this hath been ſaid, tis evident, 
the circumſtances, wayes, and things, (# the 
Author calls them) as to the Worſhip and Ser- 
vice of God , werenot all commanded and ap- 
pointed by God, in the Author's ſence. 
Wherefore I catinot fee, but that 6ur Church 
Liturgies are more juſtifiable than either the ſet 
Forms of the fatiousPetſons , (which fone of 
them defire ſhould nor ſtein ts be ſet Forms , by 
reaſon of their diſuſe of them, for ſome conſi- 
derable time) yea, and more juſtifiable -than 
their Extemporary Prayers, (which they falſely 
and blaſphemovſly call, Praying by the S$pitit :) 


Conſidering, that both in their Compoſed | 


Forms, and Extemporary Prayers, for the 
moſt part (if not always) they cornfett not to 
wholſeme Words , even the Words of on Loyd 
Feſns Chriſt, nor to the Doftrin which 15 atcor- 
ding to Godlineſs , ro ule the Apoſtle's Phtaſe, 
in the firſt to Timorhy , cap. 6. verſe. 3. with nei- 
ther of which can they charge our former, or 
preſent Common-Prayer Book. 

Look upon the former part of the ſecond 
Conſideration , which begins thas; How ab9- 


minable and unacceptable to this holy, juſt , 


God , have been all 1dolatrous , ſuperſtitious 
and falſe Services. | | 
The Propoſition is this , as the Avrhdr's 
opinion. | 
- All Tdolatrons, Shperſtitions , al Fiftſe Str- 
vites re aboninable , at ungofepenble ro God. 
Anſwer. 
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Anſwer. This Propoſition, I grant to be a 
Truth; for God wills us to own him to be 
God, yea and him atone, 2 Kings, cap. 19. 
verſ. 15. and Exod. 20. verſ. 2, 3. I am the 
Lord thy God, which brought thee out of the Land , 
&c. Thou ſhalt have no other gods, but me. As 
to godfhip, lordfhip , an abſolute Supremacy, 
God will indure no Corival in the heart of Man, 
And whoſoever aſcribes to any Creature , what 
the Scriptures have peculiarly attributed to 
on , is guilty of Idolatry and Superſtition 
alſo. 

All therefore that is to be faulted in this con. 
fideration , is the Author's miſapplication of 


' the Propoſition ; for he applies it to them that 


worſhip God devoutly, and call upon him fer- 
vently, in a juſtifiable Form of Prayer. And [ 
{eenot , but the Author, in 4o applying the 
forementioned Propoſition (ifſuing out of that 
conſideration) how he can be guilty of lels 
than Blaſphemy, in terming that Service of ours 
Idolatrous, ſceing we worthip the true God 
rightly. 

Where is our Idolatry, or falſe Service , in 
that Worſhip and Invocation ? Is it in our go- 


4 ing to God by Prayer in time of need, through 


the only Mediator betwixt God and Man, 
Chriſt Jeſus, our Saviour? As we do , con- 
feſfmg with our Mouths , becauſe, believing 
with our hearts, that God js both able and 


wiling to ſupply our wants, as is neceflary to 
C 4 be 
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be in devout ſouls, in order to obtain at God's 
hands: Hebrews 11. verſ. 6. In all this, I hope, - 
we are neither Idolatrous, nor falſe in our Ser- 
vice. T]he Author might rightly have applied 
to himlelf and his Profelytes the Do&rin or 
Propoſition, conſidering his words in the ſeventh | 
Conſideration , where he terms their own 
Speakers, Soul-ſaving Teachers, for in ſo {aying, 
he is both Idolatrous and Superſtitjous , Inaſcri- 
bing that to themſelves , which is the peculiar 
of the infinite Wiſe God. Iſaiah 43. ver. 11. 

I, even I, am the Lord, and beſide me there 1s no 
Saviour. Is he not therein Idolatrous and Su- 
perſtitious, in aſcribing fo their own Teachers, 
to be both the Fountain and Cunduit-pipe of 
Salvation , or ſaving Grace , as there he doth ? 
It not ſo, Iamfure he falls thereupon, ander 
St. Pauls reprehenfion of the carnal and 18no- 
rant Factions,in the 1 Corsnth. cap. 3.ver.6. For 
indeed it will beeyident , when I come to ſpeak 
of the aforeſaid conſideration : ; that they have 
been and are but ſuch as our Saviour ſaid , the 
Scribe-, Phariſees, and Hypocrites were: Mar. 
23 wer, 13. where he ſaid, they did Shut up the 
Kirg 'om of Heaven againſt men, aid neither go in 
thenſelves, nor ſuffer them that were entering to 
C0 10; 

But before I paſs from the Conſideration and 
Propolition , I myſt touch a little upon the lat, 
ter part thereof , which is alſo by the Author, 
rilapply'd to our Liturgy, and them that uſe fe 

He 
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He looks upon our Worſhipping of God in 


that form, to be a falſe Service; and the chief 


places he brings to diſcover whar a falſe Service 
is, are Jſaiah 66. ver. 3, 4. and 7erem. cap. 9. 
ver. 13, 14. where the Prophets give the rea- 
{ons why God had noreſped to [/racl's offerings, 
and why he gave up the Land to periſh, and to 
be burnt; and it was, they fay , becaule the 
People had forſaken God's Laws, anu tollowed 
their own ways, and their oven abominations. 
Now all this makes nothing againft our Liturgy, 
or the Worſhippers of Go.| by it ; for our der- 
vice-Book hath nothing in it againſt the Will of 
God, or his Worſhip, ſet forth in the Scrip- 
tures. | 

I conclude therefore, that had the Author 
applied the falle Service he there ſpake of, and 
the recited places, out of Iſaiah and Feremiab , 
to himſelf and the reſt of the Factious, as to 
their Worſhip and Service, he had done right- 
ly, forl am ſure that their Service, both as to 
Prayer and Inſtruion, in moſt things , was tru- 
ly what they falſely charge upon us , namely, a 
falſe Service. 

As to their Prayers, Ring Charles the Firſt, 
of moſt Bleſſed memory , hath evidenced the 
falſeneſs of their Service , ſeeing God by 
St. Paul to Timothy, 1 Epiſt. cap. 2. ver. 1, 2. 
exhorts, That Prayers and Supplications ſhould 
be made for Kings, and all in Authority. For 
in the laſt Paragraph but one,in his Obſervations 

_, | | upon 


"x _ _ 


ay  - 
ET 


NR he 
> 


EE EEE OO. ET oO py 
2 . | <> _ 


wo. 
a2— 


OY ” 
yy » _—_—_ _ 
= 


ads :; 


' 


[ 26] 


upon the Ordinance againſt the Common Prayer 
Book : His words follow thus : 

« One of the greateſt faults ſome men found 
& with the Common-Prayer Book , | believe 
& was this, that it taught them to pray {ſo oft 
* for me; to which Petitions, they had not 
* Loyalty enough to ſay, Amen: Nor, yet 
« Charity enough to forbear reproaches, and 
« eyen Curſings of me in their own Forms, in- 
& ftead of Praying for me. 

Look upon de third Conſideration , begin- 
ning thus , 

« How lorely and ſeverely hath he puniſhed 
« thoſe Kings, Prieſts, Prophets, and Peo- 
&« ple, that have been falſe Worſhippers , and 
&« twerved from his holy Commandments , 
« 1 Kings 11. 6. Num. 11. 34. 

The Author's Propoſition, in this Conſide- 
ration, is as followeth : 

God bath ſorely and ſeverely punifhed thoſe Kings, 
Priefts, Prophets, and People, that have been falſe 
Worſbippers , and ſwerved from his holy Com- 
mandments, His Proofs as before. 

Arnſw. The Propoſition is true , but nothing 
concerns them that worſhip God by the Com- 
non-Prayer Book , nor are the places he quotes 
for Proof , againſt them that ſerve God that 
way: for that rhe Prayers of our Church are 
put up to the true God; we are not gone to 
the Abvminations of the Amorrer, nor to the 


Abominations of this Author, nor of his Fol- 
lowers ; 


[ 27 ] 
lowers; the Lord Keep us in the Worſhip we 
are in, and of his Mercy bring them back 
to us. 

To the fourth Conſideration , I ſhall ſay no 
more, nor otherwiſe than the Author hath there 
ſaid to us; mutatis mutands ; Let them conſi- 
der whether God doth call upon any of them 
to offer him any ſuch Service as theirs is, and 
hath heen? And whether he may not ſay to 
them for their ſo doing, as they have done, as 
he did- once to Fxdah ? Who hath required this 
at your hands ? Iſa. t. 12, 

- into the fifth Conſideration, being 
ents: 

© How inconſiſtent with the Day and Light 
«© of the Goſpel is this Service, God having 
&« fent his Word more fully and plainly to 
« direct his Miniſters and People, and given 
<« his Spirit in a mote abundant meaſure, to 
« help and enable them to call upon him. 

This Confideration , ih the beginning of it 
(conſidering what in the beginning of the Trea- 
tife the Author vyrites to the C ompoſtrs , Impoe- 


fers, Ge. of Cimmon-Prayey ) contains mani- 


feſtly it the Author's opinion this following Pro- 
poſition &#s & truth. | 
| Tomiake uſe bf ſet Forms of Prayer in the 
time of the Day and Light of the Goſpel, ro 
ptit up the defires of our Hearts to God by, 
is froway niftificable. Tis plainly his opinion, 
fot Ke faith , that this kind of Service is _ 
> iſtent 
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fitent with the Day and Light of the Goſpel. 
And the following part of his Conſideration is 
in manner of a reaſon to confirm it; for he 
faith, that in the Day and Light of the Goſpel, 
God hath ſent his Word more fully and plainly 
to direct his Miniſters and People , and given 
his Spirit in a more abundant meaſure, to help 
and enable them to call upon him, than by that 
way of Common , or Set Forms of Prayex. 

In the beginning of my Confutation of this 
Author , in my juſtifying tet Forms of Prayer, 
(as there limited) and that from the prattice of 
our Saviour in his drawing up, and command- 
ing the uſe of his ſet Form. As alſo from the 
praice of David, of St. Paul, Timothy, and 
others, 1 have ſufficiently overthrown this Pro- 
poſition, and his Argument and Reaſon alſo 
brought for confirmation of it, conſidering that 
it was the time and day of the fulleſt Light and 
Promulgation of the Goſpel, and of God'sen- 
abling Men by his Spirit to call upon him, that 
eyer was fince ; in which was the juſtification of 
iet Forms of Prayer, after, by the foremen- 
tioned Examples and Precedents. 

Well, but yet for further Anſwer , let en- 
quiry be made, what time the Author here 
means by the Day and Light of the Goſpel , in 
which he lays , the Spixit, was given in .a.more 
abundant meaſure to help, &c. For ſatisfaction 
herein ; It was not. meant of the time of /o- 

ſer David,, Chriſt, Fohn Baptiſt, , or the: Apo- 
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ftles; for, as hath been ſhewed, ſet Forms were 
conſiſtent with thote Days of Light, and help 
of the Spirit to call upon'God. 

"1 is certain therefore , thit by theſe words 
in his conſideration; namely, the Day and Light 
of the Goſpel, the Author means the times of 
the late Wars, and horrid Rebellion , the times 
he wrote and inveighed againſt the beſt ſet Form 
tor publick Worſhip and'Service of God , that 
ever was extant before It, namely the Common- 
Prayer Book , before this. 

And now as for a fuller Anſwer, I grant, that 
with thoſe their Days of Light, (which was as 
great a darknels as ever was fince Chriſt, as to 
Spiritual things ) the Glorious Liturgy of our 
Church was inconſiſtent, being a Worſhip and 
Serviceaccordins to God's and Chriſt's Rule and 
DoRrane ; for that the practice of the Oppolers 
of the Common-Prayer Book was diametrically 
oppoſite to the Day and Light of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and therefore could 
have no more Concord together,than 


Ft. Paul ſaid, Chriſt and Belial could 2 Cor.5. 17. 


have.» which was nohe at all; there- 
fore it was notable policy ( though nothing ol 
true Religion ) of the Counſil of Belzal, (to 
uſe* His "Majeſty's expreſſion ) to Crucike the 
Common-Prayer Book by an Ordinance ; for had 
the Liturgy of our Church and their Belt, 
their Army, ſtood together, it would have been, 
toon'as it was with Dazon, when the Ark - 
bY Go 
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God and it ſtood together, which ſoon fell down 
and brake in pieces; their Army would ſoon 
have moulter'd to nothing ; what a confuſion 
and conſternation would have been among them, 
and upon them; had that Book or the ſubſtance 
of iteither been in uſe by their Miniſtets, as by 
the expreſs wor] of God 1s commanded ſhould 
have been? 1 Tim.2. verſ.1,2,3. What thoughts 
of heart would have been in thoſe rebellious 
ſpirits, when being ſent up to fight againſt his 
Majeſty, and his Forces, before they had gone 
to Battel, they muſt have prayed to God to be 
the preſerver of him and them they were going 
to deſtroy ; for ſo 'tis in the Litany, according 
to the Command of God, that it may pleaſe thee 
to be the King's defender, and keeper, and to give 
him vittory over af bus Enemies; and in the 
Prayer for him , 'tis, ffrengthen bini that he may 
vangquiſh end overcome all bis enemies. Sothat had 
they continued our Liturgy'as was their duty to 
have done) or had their Prayers been accordin 
to God's direction in his Word, they muſt (as 
much as in them lay) have been by Prayer blel- 
fing and ſtrengthning his Majeſty, and curſing 
and weakning themtelves in their Enterpriſes, by 
preceding Supplications for both. 

To end therefore my Anliver as to this in 
general; 1 confels indeed the former 'Common- 
Prayer-Book, and almoſt all Prayers, according 
to God's revealed will in his W ord, yea and all 


found Scripture Dedrine , were inconſiſtent 
with 


* with the times of the day 
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and light of the 
Goſpel by the Author ther Footy but in the 
light of the Goſpel in the times of Chriſt, and 
his Apoſtles,they were conſiſtent and juſtifiable ; 

for they had then no contradiction nor diſcou- 
ragement by God in the Ol Teſtament, nor by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles in the New, as is fufh- 
ciently proved at the beginning of my Tractate. 
This may be ſufficient to that fitth Confideration, 
if not, £6 0N as followeth. 

But to give the Adverſary the faireſt play that 
may be, and to ſave him and his aſſiſtants the 
labour of replication, perhaps they will plead 
their more abundant help of the Spirit, to call 
upon God than formerly , from their mode , or 
manner of praying; and that inthree reſpeRs. 
Firſt in refpet to the length of their Prayers : 
or Secondly in reipct to their Extemporary,and 
Unpremeditatcd way of praying. Or T hurdly 
in reſpect to their more powerful, and argumen- 
tative way they ufe in their Prayers, to previt:l 
with God for the things they ask. 

I will briefly confider what may be ſaid for 
them, and what againſt them, as to the before- 
mentioned relpects. 

Firſt, They will ſay 'tis evident they are much 
more inabled by the Spirit to call upon God 
than formerly, conſidering; the length of their 
Prayers. 

To which I anſwer. 


This is of no moment to them that will be 
Suice] 
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guided by the Precedents and Precepts in Scri- 
ptures, as to this mode of praying : For, firſt, 

the practice of the Saints and holy men of G od 
have in the weightieſt matters and concerns been 
fhort in their Prayers put up to God ; Abra- 
ham's Interceſſhon for Sodom and Gomorrah, de- 
ſigned for deſtrution , was but ſhort. Gen. 28. 
verſ. 23, 24, &c. Jacob in his great fear, that 


Eſau ſhould deſtroy him and his, going to God 


by prayer for ſafety, his Prayer is paſt over in 
four ſhort Verſes, with all the: Arguments he 


uſed to prevail with God. Ger.32.ver. g,10,0c. 


Nay Chriſt himfelf, ſeeking by prayer for the 
Cup of Death to pal: from him, his Prayer was 
ſhort every time in his Addreſs to the Father. 
Matt. 26. verſ. 29, 42. Father, if it be poſſible, 
ler this Cup paſs from me ;, nevertheleſs not at I will, 

ut as thou wilt : his Prayer was as ſhort the ſe- 
cond time; and the third time it wasno longer 
than at firſt, for it was the ſame. 


The Precepts of God and his Spirit are againſt 
this mode of long Prayers, and therefore nc 


argument from the length of their Prayers, that 
they are more inabled by his Spirit to call upon 
God. See for this, 1 Eccluſ. 5. 1, 2. as con- 


cerning hearing,when men cone at the Houle of 


God, he would have them very attentive: as to 


the tength of their Prayers, he orders them to 


be ſhort, God is in Heaven, and thou upon 

Earth, therefore let thy words be few. . 
And our Saviour in his Sertnon upon the 
Mount. 


\ 
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Mount, dircing how to Pray effeQuaily, or- 
ders as well concerning the length of Prayer, as 
to the matter thereof. 2art. 6. verſ. 7. When 
ye pray, uſe not vain repetitions as the heathen ao; 
the Oris1nal IS, H 1.41 Ban hag ine es 2 which t5 
tranſlated, ne 1nana loquamnt, which our Church 
renders very well, nſec rot vain reperitio us \WRCrec 
our Saviour forbids tau 1totogical words, variety 
of Expreſſions to one and the tame purpoſe. 
Learned Shaypr:z5n his Sympbh ona Pr _—_ tm (5 
Apoſtolorum, faith, That the word there ufc! 
by our Saviour, is taken from one Zattzs, a 
fooliſh Poet in thoſe days, whoſe Ve rles were 
tedious, toa loathing, by means of many divers 
and vain words to the fame f{ignification. - So 
that there our Saviour admonithed his Diſciples 
an: all men, that thetr Prayers be not nauſeous, 
through tedtouſneſs, or multiplicity of words, 
which is 'abhorred of God and devout 1ouls. 
er. 9. prent ti Cpitis, after this manner pray 


ye : thatisina ett and ſhort manner. 


Further, If in refpett ro the length of their 
Prayers, they or their hearers will conciude their 
more abundant help of the Spirit to call upon 
God, they do deny tne Nature and bcins of 
God and Chriſt, as de!lcribed in the Sc OR; 
for F.ames 1. verſ. 17. With God is no variable 


# «Ky +5 WET 
eſs, 7107 [4dovy of Change. And # thy > © Sn 


T7 of go Feſus Chriſt the ſume yeſterd. 'V, to ary, 


2d for ever. Now if it be throush the help 
an] diretion of the Spirit , that their Prayers 
1D are 
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are ſo conſtantly long, over they were, by the 
direftion of God and Chriſt , and by the pra- 
Gice of Abraham, the Prophets , and others , 
inabled formerly by the Spirit, to call upon 
God; then it muſt follow, that with God is 
variableneſs,and ſhadows of change ; and Chriſt | 
1s not now the ſame by his Spirit he was formerly; 
for if they have now help topray, as they do, by 
the Spirit of Chriſt, then it follows, he is now 
for long Prayers; and whilſt upon Earth, by him- 
felf, and by his Spirit in the days of the Apo- 
ſtles and Prophets, he was altogether for ſhort 
Supplications. All therefore that can be grant- 
ed the Adverfary, asto the ulual mode of long 
Prayers, is this, That they arc carried and helped | 
thereto, either by an heatheniſh ignorance, or 
by that which is far worſe, namely, by a Spirit 
of Vain-glory , or of Covctouſnels , even by 
the ſame Spirit or ends, our Saviour faid was in 
the Scribes, Phariſees, and Hypocrites , whoſe 
Prayers were lengthned for a ſhew, or for pre- 
tences. Luke 20. 47. and Matt. 23. verſ. 1 4. 

But let's fee what can be ſaid for their pre- 
tended more abundant help of the Spirit, in re- 
fpeQ to their Extemperary and Unpremeditate1 
mode of Praying. 

To this Fan{wer ; If any will go thus to God 
in Prayer in private, but eſpecially in publick, 
that is, without a due premeditation and con- 
ſultation with himſelf of the mercies received, 
he anc> the people are to be thankful for, or of 
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the things they ſtand in need of, and are to bes 
of God : *tis no lefs than unwarranted ſingula- 
rity, and raſh preſumption, in refpeR to au- 
thentick and Scripture Precedents and Inſtru- 
Aions; and to term it praying by the help of 
God's Spirit, *tis no leſs than Blaſphemy in the 
higheſt nature. Let's look into the Scriptures 
for the truth hereof. Gen.24. verſ.63. Ard Iſaac 
went out to meditate in the field : Another Tranſla- 
tion renders it, he went out to pray. And the 
reaſon of theſe differing Tranſlations, Vatablus 
affirms to be, becaufe the word in the original, 
which is S#.zch, ſignifies both to Meditate , and 
to Pray; to that it might have been render'd, 
Iſaac went out to Meditate and to Pray : And 
then it commends thus much to our Practice , 
and the preſent purpoſe. Firſt, we muſt medi- 
tate of God's goodneſs to us, and our wants, 
and that done, then put up our Prailes and 
Prayers to God ; being by that premeditation 
better inabled to perform that Duty than with- 
out it. A Marginal Note upon this place ſaith, 
That this was the Exerciſe of the godly Fathers in 
thoſe times, to meditate of Gou's merciful Pro- 
miſes, and then to pray for the accompliſhing of 
then. 

And this was the practice of D<vid, Pal. 6: 
verſ. 5,6,7. My mouth ſhall praiſe thee with joy- 


» fullps; Jook on, and you ſhall fee David will 


not enter upon this Duty raſhly, without me- 
dit2tion of God's help and goodneſs what it 
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was: - this he ſaid he would do , when he had 
remembred him upon his bed, an j meditated on 
him in the night watches, becaule he had been 
his help. 

The rclolution of the I'welve, AZs the 6h, 
wverf. 4. will joyn in condemnation of this their 
mode of praying without premeditation at leaſt; 
there the Twelve laid, we will ove onr ſelves ao 
prayer contimally, a: al to the nity uſiry of tve word. 
!{ prelume that by their reioturion of giving 
tnemſeives much to prayer, they neither meant 


a conftant —_— nor pharilaical length of 


Praycr, nor atall the late mo 1; Kind of unpre- 
meditated {upplication (both winch moves have 
been, 2nd yet are too much in ute.) No, the 
Twelye by giving themlclves to praycr, conl1- 
dering the | practice of holy men im the Scri- 
PTUres, gu: ed by tne LUne SP171T with the 
1weive : it vas nieant of Com 0:15 Forras of 
Praver tor Padre and others » to put vp 
their Prayers by; or at leaft of tear _ [0 
know by meditation their own and others wants 
tney wer? to take care of, and then to fol k vp 
with A. jes, Da wt ang others, :nabled hy the 
lame 5 ppirit « of. Prayer, {:ch arguments and rea- 
{ons, fr om conlideration of God's promiles, and 
properties, and of Chritt's undertakings, anc 
trom conſiderations of mens Wants, and necel- 


ſities, that thereby they might po up to Gort , 
eftectuil and iervent Prayers tor thenlclyes, antl - 


thole they were ſe; over by Chritt, 
Wh " F 


. 
.. 
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Which gloſs may very well be admitted,as the 
meaning of the twelve Apoſtles there , conſt- 
derins &, Pan!'s direction, concernins Prayer, 
who was of the fame JediAti 10n with the rxvelve, 
both as to Prayer, and the Minittry oi the 
Word. 

1 Tm, 2, verf. 1, 2, 3. the Apoſtle there, 
directing T imothy , and all other Miniſters of 
Chriſt atrer him, as to the manner of praying 
to God. He doth not there exhort to the per- 
forming of that Guty in ſuch way as that pray- 
INS in this or the fore-mentioned mode or man- 
ner, it ſhould be done according to God's 
will. His Exhortation is not, that men pray tor 
Kings and all in Authority. The Original is, 
TiIz- CYL» w vp mew 7 v Y:Vr up f»;4 Nt 11 rr 16 I E& 
hort that Prayers be made, which word bears, to 
be compoled, prepared, or made reac V, as a 
form up to God,-to put the ceſires of their 
hearts for all men, for Kings and all in Autho-* 
rity, that we may lead a peaccable and quiet 
life, in all godline(s aad honeſty. *Tis conteſt, 
that in the Apoſtles times, among other miracu- 
lous gifts of the holy Ghoſt, ſome had their Ex- 
temporary Effulions. 1 Cor. 14. 14, 15- anl 
with the 26th, Every one of you bath a Pſcln , Gee. 
but the Apoſtle oblerving that this bes:r to 
much Emulation, Fa*tion, and contiition among 


them, he reſtrained the vile of thote Gitts , 


ard injoyned, that al! things ſhould] be done 
cccently, and to that efte& that they ſhould be 
D 3 done 
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dane x7! wv, according to rule, appointment, 
and order, verſ. 23. and the 4oth. 

Or again, the former gloſs upon the reſolution 
of the twelve ApoſtſRs, of giving themſelves 
much to Prayer, may be admitted as their mean- 
ing there, conlidering what it was for them to 
Sive themſelves to the Miniſtry of the Word; 
for what is meant of giving themſelves to the 
word, 15 meant of giving themſelves to Prayer. 
Now the Apoſtles by giving themſelves to the 
Miniſtry of the Word, was meant their ſearch- 
ing into the will of God, their ſtudying, and 
meditating of the mind of Chriſt, by compa- 
ring, as Sr. Payl ſpeaks, {piritual things with 
{piritual, Scripture with Scriptuxe, and by con- 
{vlting one with another of the ſure way of ſal- 
vation ; as we lee. was their practice when thc 
difference aroſe about Circumciſion , As 15. 
from ver/. 1. to the 30th. Which thing is allo 
evident trom the practice of the Apoſtle St. Paul, 
whole giving himſelf to the Miniſtry of the 
Word, was doing what he commended in 0- 
thers.,, 1 Tim. 5. verſ. 17. namely, labouring 
in the Word and Doarme, by ſtudy and medi- 
tation.of the word of God , joyned to the al- 
ſtance of God's ſpirit , that was helping of 
him. So that I ſee not, but that that place 
where the twelve Apoltles relolyed to give 
themſelves much to Prayer, rightly expounded, 
gives a ſuffrage with the practice of 1ſaac, Da- 
vid, and others, in condemning this mode: of 

| | unpre- 
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ynpremeditated praying to God ; And fo I ſhall 
end my declamation againſt it, with part of the 
{econd Verſe of the fth Chapter of Eccleffaſtes 
(the end whereof before , with other places of 
Scripture, gave ſentence againſt the heatheniſh 
and phariſaical mode of Prayer) Be not raſh 
with your mouths, and let not your hearts be haſty, 
henceforth, to utter any thing before God, for God 
i in heaven, and you upon earth. 

But though I have ſaid thus mach againſt the 
two former modes of Prayer, as they be uſed by 
the factious , againſt both Scripture Precedents, 
and Rules for Devotion; yet | would have the 
Adverlſaries know, that I am not 1o againſt fud- 
den and unpremeditated Prayers, or long Pray- 
ers, either as that God's people ſhould never 
uſe them; there is fometimes occaſion for both, 
and a time when neither is to be neglected; for 
a tudden Prayer we haye warrant for , and en- 
couragement to, from the practice and preva- 


\ lency of the Diſciples. Adatr. 8. 25. When 


upon a ſudden ſtorm the thip was ready to link, 
and they to periſh, they run to Chriſt with, 
Lord ſave us, we periſh. Ani there 1s occaſion 
{ometimes for long Prayers, as there was in the 
time of God's provocation, by the ſins of 1-ael 
and Aaron, when it was the Lord's re{9lution to 
have deſtro!'d them ; Det. 9g. ver/. 18, 19. then 
Moſes is at Prayer terty days and forty nights. 
Which is alſo upon extraordinary occaſions, the 


practice of our Church; fcr in the times of 
D 4 God's 


T: [401 
þ God's heavy jon cements upon the Land, or upon 
lome p articular place thereof, the lure Evid 1ences 
of God's difpleature becaule of our-fins, then 
our Church appoints days of Humiliation, and 
the Prayers to God upon thoſe days are length- 
ned then, as well as fitted to the preſent occa- 
flons. Which 15s alto ordinarily the practice of 
our Church ; it being our Cuty trom St. Pau!s 
char? "Be , fomerime: to remenner in our Prayers 
| , Kings, and all in Authority : Here- 
20n OUr A lengthens our Pl rayers at times 
57 the: Litany , and fo, that *tis hard to find 
where the concern, of any. one man 1s negleRetd ; 
yea, and 10 weil 'tis compoled alto as to brevity, 
tulne!s, and ppenels , to' the diſparch of the 
Duty njoyne: , tna at I heard our late Biſhop 
Ke eyrelds ( wi IC J'3C 'Sment was of high eſteem 
with them of the Author's ſation, if they did 
not difſemble) give it this Evcommum : That it 
was the molt cxceiicnt; compoiec Prayer that 
Cvcr Was ute in the Worthip of God, fince the 
cites of Chritt and his Apoitles, and {aid, He 
was of opinion, thit it «}I the Divines then 
living 3 ſhoul i mw t 2gether in making another, 
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ke let's oe OW p_ the third reſpec, 
their laſt City of retuge, as to the prefent con- 
c2rm, which is ther more {piritual, powertul, 
0n2 arzumentativ mo to be uled in Prayer, to 


mw 


Drcvall with. God, In which reſpect, I pre- 
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«buiudtant help of the Spirit, as to Prayer, than 
yea than thole that compoled this 


others , 
Church and 


Form of (_ommon- Prayer tor the 
themlelves to ſeek God by. 

Well , now as to the trval hereof, we muit 
to the Oracle, or Word of God, and coniider 
of the Precedents ant I)ireciions therein, as to 
the way of powertulneſs and prevaleacy with 
God by Prayer, and ice whole Prayers , the 
Churches or theirs, be beſt atred to kcip the 
fouls of people to a fiduciary, tervent, ct- 
fetual way of pravins to God , or which be 
moſt ſutable to Scripture Direttions herein. 

And as tolead to this, we need 80 no further 
than to our blefled Saviour, helping his Church 
in their Devotions.and Prayers. att. 6. verf. g. 
eA fter this manner therefore pray ye; Our Father 
which art in heaven, &c. Heb. 11. ver. 6. Ihe 
{pirit of Chriſttells us,that without Faith it is um- 
poſſible to pleale (304 in the performance of any 
Duty, and there concludes, that he that goes 
tO God by Prayer wage tg he muſt believe 
that God is both able and wr%s., to relieve 
them that diligently {cek him, that 15 the ſumm 
ot that place. 

Now Chriſt, as helping cevont fouls to obtain 
at God's hands the things they Rood innecd of 
by Prayer ; directs them in the beginning , 
to the minding of that may raite and continue 
in the praying {oul, a faith or beliet in —_ in 


order to a cilige nt ſecking of God, 1o as he 
may 


an 
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may obtain. Our Father which art in heaven , 
for there he remembers them, with the power 
of Ged to help, in that he tells them God is 
jn heaven, to whom they pray, and therefore 
above the reach of earthly things to hinder his 
will: he alſo there minds them, that he is as 
willing to relieve, as able, in remembrancing 
them he is their Father. And in the cloſe of 
his DireFion, he teacheth them to argue even 
undeniably with God, to grant their requeſts, 

For, \ays he, thine u the kingdom, the power and 
the plory ;, here are firong Arguments to incline 
a God of power, of truth, of juſtice, of mer- 
cy , and of greatneſs as God is, to vouchſafe 
the things he «direted his Church to as, and 
whereof they ſtand in need. For there he 
reacheth his Church to remembrance God, that 
he doth no wrong to any in granting their de- 
fired necefſities, they mind him he hath right to 
difpole of where he pleaſe the things they 
begged. Secondly, they mind him, *tis in his 
power to grant their deſires. 

And laſtly, in the cloſe of all, they mind 
God of his own advantage upon the grant of 
their requeſts, yea aud enter into a Covenant 
allo, to be for ever thankful to God upon his 
granting their requeſts : all theſe are couched 
together in that cloſe, commonly called by Di- 
wes the Doxology, of that Prayer, for thine i 
the hengdom, the power and the glory, for ever and 
ever: Amen. 

And 


C43) 

And now having briefly- conſidered. of the 
dire&tion of our Saviour, as to the moſt power. 
ful and effeaual way of Prayer , let's peruſe 
ſome of the Prayers of our Church Liwrgy, 
and ſome of the Prayers of them who have {e 
undervalued and negleced the ſame, and letthe 
World and themlelves judge, who come neareſt 
the Directory and Liturgy of our Saviour, and 
the praftice of Gad's Saints in the Scriptures 
herein. 

And Ple begin with the beginning of ous 
Liturgy, that pithy and effe&na] (though ſhore) 
Form of Confeſſion and Supplication, in-order- ta. 
forgiveneſs of ſins paſt, and of amendment of life 
for the future. 

As the due and fulleſt confeſhon af fins is an 
infallible way, fo alſo 'tis an only way to- obtain 
forgivenels of fins upon ſupplication thereof 
through Chriſt, Which we ſee in the Prodigal 
(being come to himſelf) and after that to his 
Father in the ſame. way : Luke 15. wer. 17, 
21, 22. Now that devout {ouls might come up 
to a due performance of bath, our Church fol- 
lows our Saviour's fore-raentioned Direcions. 
| It begins with Almighty and moſt. mercifu! 
Fathey, A Progmium fitted to help every fn- 
fal canfitent-and petitiener- to- faith, to comt- 
nuanceand increale in faith, {e as. they may re- 
turn with the Prodigal's hape, and- defire, ta 
God their heavenly Father, Almighty God; ang 

with as happy a fuccels. as-he did ta his.. Fer. 
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kere ismeans Gt to help finners to £0 to God in : 
taithful hope of forgivenels, and confequently 
70 {eek it of himdiligently. For here they are 
briefly inſtructed, they are goings to him for 
forgiveneſs, and for their wants, who is the 
molt mercitul Father in the World; nay to him 
whole compaſhon and inclination to forgivenels 
1s as far beyond an earthly Father's, as the Hea.. 
vens are higher than the Earth : J/z. 55. .ver/. 9. 
which thing is argued by our Saviour in Luke 1 1, 
verſ. 11, 12, 13. to-make men importunate an] 
diligent ſeekers of God in Prayer. If a ſon ſhall 
«ik bread of: any of you that is a father, will he 
rye bums @ flone? er if be a5k_ a fiſh, will he 
grove bim a ſerpemt? or if he ach him an ceo, 
will be grve him ſcorpion. No the fumm is this, 
anearthly Father will give a Child upon requeſt 
the things he hath need of : Ay but whatfolljows, 
how mach more ſhall your heavenly Father owve the 
Holy Ghoff re them that as, him ? 

But if there be never {o much willingnel; 
to help, yet if there be not ability to relicve, 
there will be but a ſlack and faint addreſs made, 
though there be never to much want. 

Bur now ye may fee our Church here,after the 
Practice of our Saviour , hath made proviſion 
for the latter as well as for the former, for it 
alcribes to him power to forgive all fins, and to 
amead all fiafulneſs of life in man, inattributing 
to him almightineſs, as well as it preached be- 
fore his willingneſs, in thote words placed _ 

tne 
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tae Contcilion and Supplication , - Abmgbty and 
moſt merciful Father. And mthe 
clole of this Confeſſion and Prayer 
the Church follows Chriſt there , 
and the Saints of God cloſe. 

There our Church helps a devout foul to 
plead ſtrongly with God. for forgivenefs, and at- 
fiſting grace, by way of an humble remembran- 
cing of God, of his Promiſe made to Mankind, 
thercupon in Chriſt Jeſus. And aiter that pleads 
with God for his help to anicnd their lives, that 
they might be inſtruments for his glory thereby. 

And indeed it ye look upon the Abfolution, 
upon the ſecond Culleft at Morning. Prayer , 
which is for Peacc, upon the third, which is for 
Grace, upon the ſecond, at Evcamg-Prayer, 
which is for peace of Conlcience , peace withy 
(God; upon the Prayers for his Majeſty the King, 
tor the Queen , the Duke of York » and the 

Royal Family ; tor the Miniiters of the Word, 
= all Congregations committed to their 
charge , and upen moſt of the Prayers, to tc 
112d with the forementioned Prayers I Qur 
Gail Devotions, ti: are fitted to awaken and 

help our Faith, and thereby to ſtrengthen our 
vwraitling touls with God by Frayer » that we 
might overcome him, as Faceb Cid at Peniel, and 
the Lord not able to deny us bleſſings meet ior 

us and his own Slory. 
And now look uyvon ſome of the Prayers and 
Thankſgivings of then that have ſo Cifpiled the 
$9 Mer, 


See Exod. 223. 
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former , ahJ are ſo much more inabled by the 
Spirit to thoſe Duties by their own Pretenſions, 
and ſee which have come neareſt the help of ovr 
Saviour, and the powerful, and argumentative 
way of the canonized Saints in the Calendat of 
the 5pirit of God. 

At a Matket-I own in Norfolk, there being a 
Meeting, in order to fetting up the Presbyte- 
rian Gevernment, the Miniſter in his Sermon, 
(inftryQing the Lay-Elders as to the due execu- 
tion of their places) told them, they muſt be as 
exquiſite Chirurgeons, who have Hauks eyes, 
Ladies hands, and Lions hearts. 

But one of that Faftion , taking on him to 
pray a Bleſſing upon the work of the day, among 
other things, he deſired God he would give 
the Lay-Elders, Hauks eyes, Ladies hands, and 
Lions paws. 

Fhat I ſhall not omit of one in his Prayer be- 
fore his Sermon, in his Thankſgivings, bleſſed 
God for the twelve Biſhops being ſent to the 
Tower, in the long and mad Parliament , be- 
cauſe that thereupon God had ſet Chriſt Jeſus 
wwelve ſteps higher in his Throne than ever he 
was before. _ | 

Another Miniſter, being to Preach a Funeral 
Sermon at another Miniſter's Pariſh, he that of- 
fictated before the Sermon , read the 3th of 
Eccleſiaſtes, where, in the 4th Verſe , 'tis laid , 
Where the word of a King is , there 4 power , and 
who can ſay to him, what doeſi thou? T _— 

that 
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that was to Preach (being for the preſent Re- 
bellion) fearing the people (in all probability) 
might have been brought to, or continued in 
Loyalty , upon the remembrance of Solomos's 
Dodtrine , uſed this poilonous Antidote , in his 
Prayer betore the Sermon. O Lord, though Solo- 
mon bath ſaid, that Kings cannot be conrouled , 
yet we thy people know by the Spirit, that Kings 
may be queſtioned and call'd to account. 

[ will infert but one more Expreſſion in Prayer, 
which was lately told me , by one that heard it, 
being preſent himfelf at a Church in S»folk - 
in the Prayer of a Miniſter in great cſteem, in 
thole days. After ſome Groanings and ſmall 
coughing Refpits, thele words came forth : 
Lord go on with thy Reformation, while it «s time ;; 
(and after ſome more coughing Relpits, he went 
on thus) For if then doſt not , thou wilt not know 
what to do. 

And that thele and ſuch like ridiculous and 
profane Expreſſions, and dead argumentative 
helps were too frequently uſed in the Prayers of 
thole ſo boldly 9” nr to themſelves a ſuper- 
lative, or extraordinary help of the Spirit to 
callnpon God, are in common charity and pro- 
bability to be received as truth, (even by thoſe 
that have not heard them, or the like to them) 
conſidering the report, as to tuch like particu- 
fars , left to be publiſhed by King Charles the 
Firſt of moſt blefled memory, being then in his 
own thoughts , but a few ſteps from the grave. 

F or 
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For in his Obſervations upon the Ordinance 
againſt the Book of Common-Prayer, in the 
ewelfth Paragraph there, havins ſtigmatized 
many of their Prayers with furneſs, rudeneſs; 
confuſion,ridiculous repetitions, yea with fenflets 
and oft-times blatphemous Expretlions, ce. In 
the thirteenth Paragraph, he concludes to my 
preſent pu: pole, 1n the {e followings words ; 
Wherein they muſt be ſfranr oily impudent, and flat- 
terers of them/elyes, not to have an iafinite (hame 
of whit they ſo dv, ard [, ay, 1 Tm things of ſo ſacred 
ANA bet ore God and frac Church, aſter ſo VIOL- 
eulons 3 aid indeed Pp; opl32720 am mer. But not- 
withſtandins what hath been laſt tid, I cannor 
but grant, that fome of them, infatuated with 
the fame fpirituzl pride, and lelf conceitednels, 
kuve been more re careful than others, 
3. compo! ing: nd wording 5 their Fubh 1CK Prayers; 
but yer if they be weighcd 1n tne Sca aleS,ans | with 
the: Weights of the nu Wy, W ith the I 
and:Prayers of our L 1eurgy ,to deſpiſed by then 
therr beſt Prayers will be found lighter than '" 
other, in the judgment of meek, "humble; and 
devout fouls, knowing how to pray as they 
ought, through the help ot the Spirit of God. 

Look upon the ſixth Conttleration, which be- 
27Ns thus : 

* How little good (if any at all) hath been 
*< done by the long ute of the Service-Book , 
*though men have praye{4 lons by it, that the 
*©reſt of tier lives might be holy and righteous, 

&« anc 
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& yet they ſtill continue profane and unrigh- 
5 teous. 

The Author's opinion there id thus : 

Thoſe men that have made never ſo long uſe 
of the Service-Book, and have prayed never fo 


; long by it to God for a ſanRified and rigkteous 


life , have never attained to any part thereof. 
It appears plainly to be his opinion, for poſitively 
and indefinitely he ſaith, though men have pray- 
ed jong by it, that the reſt of their lives might 
be holy and righteous , yet they till continue 
profane and unrighteous. 

To which I anſwer, This being the judgment 
and ſentence of the Author, or of any that read 
his Pamphlet, let them return ſpeedily with a 
penifent heart for and from theſe thoughts. For 
I ſee not but they may be ranked with the man 
of ſin St. Pani {peaks of, inthe 24 Epiſtle to the 
Theſſalonians; chap. 2. verſ. 4. who, 4s God, ſit- 
teth in the Temple of God, ſhewing and profeſſing 
himſelf that he is God. For in the 1/7 of the Co- 
rinthians, chap. 3. verſ. 17. A Church of God, 
a Congregation of belieyers, are there called 
the Temple of God. Ek 

Now this man, or any following this his opi- 
nion, living with or among a Church of God; 
a company of true Worſhippers of God, he or 
they holding and profeſſing the aforeſaid opi- 
nion, are got into the Temple of God , hereby 
profeſling themſelves that they are God, in judg- 
ing. and condemning ,f great part of God's 


Chorch, 
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Church, before Chriſt (to whom is committed 


ali Judgment } be come in the clouds, to juſtific - 


ſome, and condemn others. 
.- Orit they may not be ranked there, I am lure 
they may with hem St Paxl, in the'2 Epiſtle to 
TimetLy, chap. the 34, at the firſt ver}. and fo on, 
{id ſhould come in the laſt and perilous times, 
namely blaſpheiners, and defpiters of thoſe that 
are good ; which evidently belongs to them, if 
ye do but confider the converſations, and fpirt- 
tual comforts of the late reyerend Biſhops , 
Deans, Prebends,and of others,outed,fequeſtred, 
perſecuted, inipritoned, and murthered , bath 
of Clergy and Laity,' that were conſtant Wor- 
ſhippers of Go, in that Form, of the Scrvice- 
Book in publick' whilſt it could be fo uſed, and 
in private afterwards. | '' | 
Sceing'that' theſe through the grace and help 
of God (terving God that way) "might, and [ 
believe did, in and from” their hearts fay in 
St. Paul's hope , as well as words. 2 Epiſt. to 
Tim. chap. 4. verſ.7. namely, that” they had 
fought a cood firht , and kept the faith, and that 
there was laid"up for them a crown of r19hteouſ- 
neſs. Nay their blaiphemy and unparallelable 
deſpicatiotts upon this their condemnation are 
yet more eyident, and rile yet higher in their 
not excepting our late King Charles, the bleſſed 
Martyr. It.cannot bedenied, but that he was a 
conſtarit Worſhipper of God in Publick, by the 
Seryice-Book 3 And prayed even to the laſt Unto 
4 | oe Go: 
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.God by it. Now I do poſitively ſay (and who 


thall contradi& it) that there was much ſancti- 
fying grace to him from God upon his Devotion, 
and Worthipping God thereby ; which will be 
evident, if his Book Compoſed by him were but 
peruled. 

Where ye may tee a teſtimony of his Spiri- 
tual Comfarts, and of Sandtitying Righte- 
ovinels, vouchiafed him of God, yea and of 
his poſſeſſion of Chriſt's and Steves Spirit at 
his approaching death, in both freely forgiving, 
and fervently praying for his cruel Enemies. 
Nor can it be thought, but that God, through the 
ule of that Service-Book, did vouchlafe himhelp 
cheerfully to drink off that Cup of Death 1o 
imbitter'd by his Enemies; eſpecially conſider- 
ing the true report goes of his Morning-Worthip 
the day before he tuffer'd. / 

His Majeſty being to receive the Sacrament 
of- the Lord's Supper the Morning before his 
Paſhon, being the 3or% of Faruary;, The Ser- 
vice was to be performed by the Book of Com- 
man-Prayer, which Biſhop F#.oz ( then offi- 
ciating) obſerved ale” and coming to the 
ſecond Leffon to be read, named it the 27 chap. 
of St. Matthew. At the Biſhop's naming the 
Leſſon, being the Hiſtory of our Saviours s Paf: 
ſion, His Majeſty (in all probability not eyimg the 
Calender, as then it concerned him not to > do) 
freps to the Biſhop, and in meeinetsasked, Why 
he did apply that Chapter to the preſent OECa- 

E 2 lion ? 


[52] 


ſion ? The Biſhop replied to this purpoſe, and 


ſaid, It was the portion of Scripture that by Pr: 
providence was appointed for the ſecond Leſſon ſee 


by the Common-Prayer Book for the Morning- 
SCrLVICE. | 

Then ſaid his Majeſty, Go on. 

So that at the dreadful hour of his death, be- 
ing then at greateſt necd of help to ſuffer (as 
Chriſt Jeſus was, in his bloody Agonies, at the 
approaching of the hour of his Paſſion) God by 
this his appointed Leſſon for his Majeſty's Pal- 
ſion, made the Common-Praycr Book doyfor this 
bleſſed Mattyr at that time, what the Angel did 
tor Chriſt, when appearing to him in his Ago- 
nies from Heaven, ſtrengthning him; for there- 
by queſtionlels God helped his Majeſty to pals 


towards the gate of death, calmly , nndaun- j 
tedly, and chearfully, as he did (as thouſands j 


can yet teſtihie)) nor can I ſee how it fhould te 
lets, or otherwiſe, fecing that God thereby 
gave arrunexpected, and extraordinary Teſtimo- 
ny to him that that day he was to ſuffer with him, 
even as he did, one for many, and conſequently 
to reign with him, and that he ſhould, this life 
ended , be with him in Paradiſe, fitting with 
thenoble Army of Martyrs, praiſing and mag- 
nifying the God of his ſalvation. 

And laſt of all, to conclude againſt this moſt 
talle and damnable determination of the Author, 
tet it be eenſiderd of, that God hath often given 
teftimony of his acceptance of that Form ol 
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by Prayer, and of the Worſhippers of him thereby, 
on ſeeing that when God at any time hath ſhewed 
S- his Indignation againſt the finful people of this 
Land, by his ſore Judgments upon ſome places 
thereof z why the repenting Inhabitants, hum- 
'- bling themſelves before this God, and ſeeking 
as his atonement and reconciliation in this Form of 
he Worſhip and Service, together with ſome few 
dy ſet Prayers and Portions of holy Scripture , fit- 
{- ted to the preſent occaſions : why, I ſay, this 
1s Common-Prayer Book (with thole few apt alte- 
id rations) have oft-times done for Entland what 
0- David's rearing an Altar at the Word of God, 
e- and offering burnt-offerings, and peace- offerings 
is thereon, did for Jſrae!, 2 Sam. chap.24. ver.25, 
n- it hath not been long before the Lord hath been 
ds intreated, and the Judgments ſtayed. 
f- To the 7th Conſideration ; 
y © How much hurt it hath done in ſhoulderins 
>- *and thruſting out many godly , painful , ſoul- 
1, © ſaving Preachers, Cc. 
y Ipretume that inthis Confideration, the Au- 
e thor hath reſpe to the times before the begin- 
h ning of the long Parliament, and the Wars they 
5- raiſed againſt his late Majeſty of bleſſed memo- 
ry, when according to the Law of the Land, 
ſt (asnow it is the ſame) the Miniſters that would 
, Not conform to the Book of Common.Prayer , 
n could neither hold their Livings, nor Preach. 
{ In this reſpe& he means the Service-Book 
” ſhoulder'd and thruſt out many. godly, painfy!, 
E 3 {foul- 
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ſoul-faving Preachers , this beinp the ſenſe of Vis 
the Anthor in this forttier part 6f the Conſidera- the 
tion ( as 1 verily believe it is) it contains this 2c 


following Propoſition : 


So! 


Thoſe Miniſters thitt wott4 fot conform to thy fat 
Book of Common-Prayer, were godly; painfMl, foul- for 
tri 


ſaving Preachers, 
Anſwer. 

Tomake which Propoſition true, the Anthor 
muſt have recourſe to {6me of their new light, 
for | am ſure that the ofd light, the 01d and New 
Teſtament, neither by Precedents, nor Precepts 
therein, can they prove themlelves to be either 
in a godty or ſoul-laving way of themſelves , 
or of them that did adhere to their Doctrines. 

For {0 foon as his Majeſty's Grant was ratified 
for the two Houſes of Parliament to fit during 
their pleature, there was foon a foundation for 
a Rebellion laid; by them and the Synod of Di- 
vines ſitting with theri, Which was no Tooner 
done, but thoſe Difſenters from the Common- 
Prayer Book ( ſome Having gone beyond Sta, 
and others retiring into ſecret_places at Rome 
for a while ) ſoon joytied all their Forces, to 
cirry on the late moſt dimnable Rebellion 4nd 
Diſobedience. So that mſtead of being ned 
godly and ſoul:faving Preachers, they may 
juſtly be termed whar the Phitiſces were of 
Tobtr the Baptiſt , tamely 44 off-lpring of Vi- 
pers. | 

For & *tis the property of the offſpring 6f 
«ba Be Vipers, 


th 
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> of Vipers, to deſtroy their Dams that gave them 
*r4. their being , ſo did theſe forſakers of the Ser- 
this »ice-Book foon help to deſtroy our moſt gracious 


Sovereign, that, under God, gave them their 


the fafe being and preſervation, as En:li(h-men, and 
al. fora long while deſtroyed their Mother, t' e 


true Proteſtant Church of Enzlqna,, which gave 
them their ſpiritual, ſaving, and Chriſtian light 
and grace, if ever they had any. So. that for 
the juſt condemnation of the former part of the 
Author's qth Conſideration , what God faid 
againſt Zudab and Hicruſalem, by 1ſaith, chap. t. 
ver/. 2. ray juſtly be applied to theſe oppolers of 
the King, State, and Church of Enaand ; Fiear 
O Heaven, and give car O Earth, for the Lord 
hath fpoken, I bave nouriſhed and brought up 
Children, and they have rebelled againſt me. | 

Now ſomething would be ſaid to the latter 
part of this 7tþ Conſideration , where the Ser- 
vice-Book lies under a great condemnation, in 
reſpect to bringing in, and maintaining many igno- 
norant, ſcandalous, lazy, and formal Prieſis and 
Curats, to the decetving arid utter undoing of many 
precious ſouls. 

In which latter Paragraph, I preſame the Au- 
thor had reſpe& to the Times before, the long 
Parliament, and the late unhappy Wars , and 
do mean thereby, that the Miniſters in the fgre- 
going times, which would ſubſcribe and conform 
to the Book of Common-Prayer (though but of 
mean parts) were admitted to Liyings , and 
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{uffer'd to ſerve their Cures, in which reſpe&, 
I preſume the Author means the Serwvice-Book 
brought in, and maintained many ignorant , &c. 
gs aboveſaid. 

To which Accuſation, I make this enſuing 
Apologetical Anſwer. 

| remember that in thoſe times many ef the 
Clergy brought into the Miniſtry in the Reign 
of Quecn Elizabeth, of bleſſed memory , as 
alſo for ſome while after, by reaſon of a ſcarcity 
of Learned Men, occaſioned by the ſharp Perſc. 
eution of ſuch Divines in Queen Mary's days,and 
in another reſpeft, alledged by s Biſhop at the 
Conference at Hamptox-Court. I ſay,I remember 
many of thoſe Miniſters of very mean ability 
were then alive, and remained in their Livings. 
And indeed I confels , that in that reſpe&, it 
may be ſaid, that the Service-Book, brought in, 
and maintained ſome Miniſters of but mean Abi- 
litics; but yet were nothing fo impudently and 
wickedly ignorant, as Butchers, and other Me- 
chanick Teachers, put into publick places, after 
the ſaid Service-Book was crucified ; for though 
theſe former Miniſters knew not much, yet 
what they knew, they knew rightly ; but theſe 
latter, thinking they knew any thing, as St. Paul, 
1 Corinth. chap. 8. werſ. 2. they knew nothing 
as they ought to know. 

In the next place the Author faith, this Ser- 
vice-Bogk, aid bring in , and maintain ſcandalous 
and lazy Prieſts and Curats : that is, firſt men. 


of 
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ect, of an open wicked Coverſation, To which 1 
%ook Anſwer: 


&c, 


ing 


"Tis a charge as nonſenſical as falſe, and as 
falſe as any thing can be, Let him ſhew where 
the Rubrick, or any part of the Book, yea, or 
any Canons, or Conſtitutions of our Church, 
give Toleration, or countenance of any fuch 
Miniſter in that Office. If there be any ſuch 
{candalous Miniſter in the Church, the fault 
lies in the Officers, 1n not preſenting of them, 
not in the Service-Book, nor in them in Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Authority. For as our Biſhop, when 
Arch-Deacon, hearing, by flying reports , of 
fome ſcandalous Miniſters to be in his Juriſdi- 
ion, and meeting with no Informations there- 
of at hisgeneral Viſitation, he told the Officers 
of the reports: but withall told them , there 
could not be adebauched Clergy in England , uxlef 
there were a perjured Laity, 

And whereas the Author ſaith they were 
lazy, that probably might be ſpoken (how dili- 
gent foever) becauſe they prated not nonſenf1- 
cally twice or thrice a week in the Pulpits, as 
ſome of their gang did uſe to do. Burt if the 
Works and Sermons of moſt of the Clergy 
Printed, and weekly Preached, were duly con- 
fider'd of, both in theſe times, and in the days 
he complains of, in this Conſideration, they 
would be found generally a Clergy ſo labouring 
in the Word and Dottine, as they might be 
thought juſtly worthy of double honour and 

in 
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in thit refþet free, with St. Paul, from the 
blood of all men, neither deceiving ; nor un- 
doitig any foul, as the Author uncharitahly 
and blaſphemouſly charges here upon many Mi- 
niſters. | 
To the 8eh Conſideration : 

& Whether the impoſing of the Scottiſh Li- 
« turpy ( which in ſotme things was better , 
« though in ſome others worſe than the Eng- 
&© liſh) was not the beginning and the firſt caule 
« of the late grievous Wars; and if fo, whe- 
& ther men ſhould not be more cautious to do 
& the like for the future. 

F preſume that upon this Conſideration, the 
Author wonld have this believed and granted, 
that the Impoſing of the Scottiſh Liturgy, to be 
uſed in their Publick Worſhip and Service of 
God, was the beginning and the firſt juſt cauſe 
of the late grievous Wars. 

Oc thos : FOE 

Thit the' Scots, ind late long Parliament in 
Ewpland , were juſtifiable in Levying Wars a- 
Hut his Majeſty, King Charles the Firſt, and 
his Loyal Subje&s, upon ſending, or command- 
ing, or coramending to them the aforeſaid Li- 
turgy to be uſed in their Publick Worſhip and 
Seryice of God. | 
| Oneof theſe Propoſitions or Aſertions con- 
taining the meaning” of the Author ; in this 
Conſideration, in the cloſe thereof he makes uſe 
and application in thele folfowing words : ; 

Arn 
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And if fo, #hether men ſlioktd not be move can- 
tious, ct. Ihe Propoſition being granted tos 
be truth, whereof he would have nv man Youbt. 
He makes the Application by way of an inferen- 
tial Caveat, or Advice: And that is, thatno 
Men, Kings or Church, ſhould afterwards com- 
mend, or tender the like, that is, any Liturgy 
or ſet Form c# Prayer to the people (eſpecially 
of Scotland) to be uſed in the Publick Worſhip 
of God for the future (conſidering that Wars 
have been raiſed before in Scotlazid and Englarid 
thereupon.) 

To which I Anfiyer : 

Conſidering the Scots received Knox his Form 
of Prayer, and Enpland ever had one, I ſhall 
not conclade with the Author, that the Impo- 
ſfitioti of that Liturgy was the firſt caule or be- 
ginning of the late grie- 
vious Wars, in the initen- Which 1 bhear4 27s, Peters 
tiofi of the Contrivers, £994, 97, m St. Laurence 

of Pulpit he peculiar Thanks- 
arid  Miatiagers thereot , giving day for the Defeat at 
(though it thight be made Wotcefler. 
ule of, by way of occa- 
ffon to haſten to the Execution of their lons be- 
fore contrived rebellious Deſign ; and wiſhed 
deſire.) 

Nor ſhall ] here ctiumerate or debate their 
preterided juſt gtotinds fot their War. Nor 
ſHaſl I argne to evidence the unlawfulneſs of 
thoſe Inſarreftions; othertyiſe then by remem- 
braricing tneri 6f the diſpleaſure ef God w 
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them for thoſe their Enterpriſes, manifeſted {uf- 
ficiently in the ſucceeding events and ifſues 
thereot. For we ſee the Presbytery in Scorland, 
and their Confederates in England ( the Presby- 
terian Covenanters here) the beginners of that 
horrid Rebellion, ſoundly baſted, wholly ſub- 
duced ( baffled , and made the laughing ſtock 
of the World ) by the Sword of their own 
Party. 
What became of the Heothams, that ſo hin- 
dred and difabled his Majefty of moſt bleſſed 
memory , to defend himſelf againſt theſe and 
other enemies, in ſecifing his Garrifon, and Ma- 
gazine at Hull. 

And as to this Topick , I ſhall deſire at pre- 
ſent nothing more to be had in memory, but 


theend of that heavy ſcourge and rod of God's 


Proteſtant Church, and his beloved Kingdom of 
England, 1 mean the Independant and Cromwel- 
kan Army, and the. imparallelable High-Court 
of Injuſtice, the chief whereof ( though the 
generality had mercy ) died not the common 
death of Exgliſh offenders, but that death (by 
the providence and juſtice of God) appointed 
by the Law of the Land for the worſt of Male- 
factors; and fo let all the implacable Enemies of 
our Church and gracious Sovereign periſh. 

And now Ile have done ſpeaking to this 
Beh Confideration, in the ſame manner the Au- 
thor ended it, even by way of Application. 

Seeing that God brought upon that party 

that 
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that raiſed Wars upon the impoſing juſtifiable arid 
pious Liturgies (as I preſume the Scort:ſh was, 


"and am fure the Exglzſh formerly was, and this 
'Now is) ſuch a miſerable and wretched end (as 


the juſt wages of that rebellion) as he did upon 
the chiet heads thereof, Let all men henceforth 
be {o cautious, as not to dare to think in the 
leaſt of Diſobedience, or Levying Wars upon 
theſame, or ſuch like grounds, as the former 
Rebels did, againſt this Church, and in the cloſe, 
our dread Sovereign, or Crown of En2land. 
To the 9th Conſideration : 

*© Whether if the truth were throughly and 
* truly weighed and examined , the firſt end of 
* Compoſing the Common-Prayer Book ( which 
&* doth ſymbolize with the Mats) &c. 

In this Conſideration are couched divers Pro- 
poſitions of the Author, concerning the Commor- 
Prayer Book. 

One may be this : 

The firſ# (that is, as I preſume, the chiefeſt 
end of the Author”s Compoſing the Common-Prayct 
Bock, wasto bring Papiſts to Church. 

Anſwer. 

This is the firſt charitable Expreſſion that T 
have hitherto obſerved Mr. Powel to Have given 
them that were the Authors of this kind 6t 
Worſhip, but had he made known in plain and 
full terms the other gracious deſigns of thote 
men thereby, as namely, to help good meaning 
hearts to God, by the only Mediator in _ 

Cari 
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"Chriſt Fefus, (and not by Saints and Angels ; ) as 


allp ſecondly , as St. Pauf dixcRs, 1 Corimh. 
chap. 14, verſc 15. to help thoſe had in them a 


ſpirit or heart to pray, that they might perform 


it with underſtanding, and be able to fay Amey, 
effcgually and fervently. 

I lay, had Mr. Pape! mentioned thele and 
other the gracious ends of the Compoſers af the 
Service-Baeck (God's mercics and way of falvg- 
tion being then vailed to the generality of men, 
being -fet. forth only in an unknown. Tongue.) 
I ſay, he and others thereupon might have 
owned them'to have had tothe people of £n21and 
the like Imploywent the Angels had to the 
Shepherds and the World at the Birth of Chriſt, 
when vailed to many , by the meanneſs of his 
coming in the fleſh ; namely this, ta fet forth by 
that Service-Book,, the glory of God, in his 
peace on earth, and good will towards men, ther 
{o England might be in a right way to believe in 
Chriſt, and {o tq call upon him, that they mighr 
not periſh, but have everlaſting lie. 

And to be ſhart, as to.ipeaking to this ninth 
Conſideration ; what though it be granted, that 
it ſymbolize with the Adaſs book, or that many 
things be' in it that are in-that, ſeeing there's 
nothing in ous Liturgy, but what is good, law- 
ful, ot uleful to Edification (as will be evident 
to- men doubtful thereof, if they will but per- 
ule diligently Mr. Thomas Comner's Companion to 
the Temple ; or otherwiſe termed, A help to 
Devotion, 


Ty 


03 
Devotion, in the daily uſe of the Compmon-Payer : 
Ti two Parts, _— | | 
Tothe 16th Conſideration. 
** Whether ſome may not interid by the re- 
« eſtabliſhing-of. this Book, to oppole and ppll 


X ' Fi Jt; Q | » 4s os - © 
* down that excellent and gracigus Spirit of 
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Sive them my thoughts of the ends of re-citz- 
bliſhing the foriner Book with {ome fey Altera- 
tions, and diyers Additions of ſeyeral Prayers 
and Services, fitted to ſeveral accidental-gcca- 
fions : The firſt whereof might be, to anlwer 
ſuch moderate Difſenters (1 call them fo in 
comparifon of them ' of theſe latter clays ) as 
was Door Reynolds, Mr. Chaddey ton, and the 
others with them at the Conference at, Hempton- 
Court , oa the behalf of other Miniſters and 
themſflyes , whoſe deſires {as to the Book of 
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Common-Prayer) then were, that it might be 


fitted to more increaſe of Piety,- as our Common- Fel 


__ Book now 1s. 


No 


nothier end might be, to oppole and pull agi 
down (as it was high time to do) the long, tau- 1er 


tological , heatheniſh , phariſaical , extempo- 
rary, nonſenſical, erroneous, -damning kinds of 
Praying and Preachirig were then, and had been 
too long in uſe in Erpland. 

A-third end of confirming this Book, might 
be, to revive and re-eſtabliſh this moſt bleſſed 
and excellent help for Devotion, and Worſhip 
of God, thatevet was heretofore in the Church 
of Chriſt, and to countenance Orthodoxal 
Preachers, and ſo to maintain ſonnd Doctrine , 
which had for a long time been ſhut out of pub- 
lick places for Worſhip and Inftruion, by an 
ufurped Authority over this Church and State. 

And whereas he concludes it made as a fnare 
and net againſt ſuch, as aut of Conſcience could 
not Conform thereto; I am ſure no man can 
have any ground now for ſuch. accufation, or 
uncharitableneſs, if they do but conſider the 
religious care taken by his Majeſty ſoon after 
his Reſtauration, to anſwer the Doubts and 
Objeftons of f{uch Pretenſions, in appointing a 
Committee of Biſhops for that purpoſe, where 
and when Biſhop Reywolds had the Chair. So that 
indeed all that can be faid, as to the Book (in 
the intention of 'any of the Compoſers thereof ) 
as concerning net of thare, in reſpe& to the 
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Penalties made thereby to be inflited upon the 
Noncontormiſts to it, they -were only made 
againſt perverſe, obſtinate , and wiltul opp0o- 
{ers of the ſame, and fo are to be clear'd trom 
the charge of any evil intention againſt tender 
Conlciences. 
To the 1 1th Conſideration. 

** Whether any perfon can produce any ſuch 
&* Liturgy, or Form of Prayer, trom the be- 
« ginning of the World , either amons Fews 
« or Gentiles, &Cc. 

As to the juſtification of Liturgics, and fet 
Forms of Prayer, I have ſpoken at large in the 
beginning of this Traciate, and ſhall therefore 
an{wer the Author's Queſtion in this Conſtdera- 
tion no otherwiſe than as our Saviour an{wer'd 
the Queſtion put to him in the Lemple, fark 11. 
verſ. 29, 30. And that is by giving a Queſtion 
to him and his followers to antwer , and it is 
this : 

Whether any perſons can produce any ſuch 
lon tautological, extempory, nonſenſical Pray- 
ers? or any ſuch foul-deſtroying, damning Do- 
&rins, or Sermons, lince the beginning of the 
World, either among the Fews or Gentiles, of 
any Churches of Chrilt, ill this Rebellion in 
Scotland and England, as theirs were ? Let any 
of them an{wer me this Queſtion, andl will an- 
iwer further to this 1 1th Conſideration. 

To the 1 2th Conſideration. 
* Whether, if there were no other _ 
F ut 
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&* but that this Book hath been ſo much idolize(”* 
« by the generality of men, and offenſive t© 
* ſo many Chriſtians, it ſhould not be done with” 
* as the brazen Serpent was by Hezekzah 
&« 2 Kings 18. verſ. 4. 

The opinion of the Author may be ſet fort! © 
in this Propoſition. n 

The generality of men have much Idelized th © 
Book of Common-Prayer; and "tis a juſt offenc ' 
to many Chriftians alſo. ; 

Here the Author chargeth firſt a great evil ti | 
have been committed by moſt men in prayin! 
unto God, and in worſhipping of him in tha! ' 
Form of the Common. Prayer Book : And that is 
that they have Idolized it. 

Now to Idolize a Creature or Thing, is take! 
feveral ways out of mentioning two of them 
is firſt to eſteem it as their God or Saviour. Ii 
this refpe& it may be the Author means the ge. 
nerality of men Idolized the Service-Book, 

To which I anſwer. 

L am confident there's not 2 man will ſet hi 
heart to that part of the Conſideration ; for whe 
can think men fo ighorant, as to eſteem that 
their God or Chriftto fave them , which is tha! 
Form whereby they go to God and Chriſt their 
Redeemer and Mediator for forgiveneſs of fins 
and falyation. 

But then ſecondly, To idolize any thing, is 
inordinately to ſet the heart upon it, truſting 
init more than in God, and aboye him, in this 
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lolize.relpeRt Covetoulnels is called Idolatry. Colof: 3. 
five £77]. 5. Thus Mr. Wilſon in his Chriſtiav Ditio- 


ewith%4')- 
Lthiah 


But thirdly, We commonly lay, men idolize 
a thing, when they have a greater reſpe& to, 


fort} 304) eltecem of a thing than it deſerves, In this 


reſpec I preſume the Author means moſt men 


-d th, did idolize the Service-Book , which he thinks 
fenc lufliciently manifeſted by their ſo conſtant and 
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frequent Worſhipping and Invocating of God 
thereby. 

To which I an{iwer. Confidering the Counlel, 
or rather the Command of God, as to the fre- 
quent periormance of this Duty of Prayer, and 
Thankſgiving, by St. Paul, 1 Thefſ.5. ver. 17,18. 
where he bids us Pray without ceaſmg , and wm 
every thing give thanks , becaule 'tis the will of 
God in Chriſt Feſw. Conlidering that, I ſay 
King Charles the Firſt, of moſt bleſſed memory, 
in his Obſervations upon the Ordinance againſt 
the Common- Prayer Book, doth fully make void 
the Author's fore-nentioned Charge and Reaſon 
alledged for defence of it, in the Eighth and 
Ninth Paragraphs. 

The King's words : 
&« I could never ſec any reafon, why any 
Chriſtian ſhould abhor, or be forbidden to 
uſe the ſame Form of Prayer, ſince he prays 
to the faine God, belicves is the fame Sa- 
viour, profeſicth the ſame truths, reads the 
ſune Scriptures, hath the ſame Duties upon 

F 2 & him, 
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Lim, and feels the ſame daily wants 'for th: 
moſt part both inward and outward, whichhg 
are common to the whole (_ hurch. | 
** Sure we may as well before hand know wha) 
© WC pray, as to whom we pray, and in whay 
© words, as to what ſenſe > when we deſire tes 
kk things, what hinders we may not ule the, 
wy © lame words ? our appetite and digeſtion tom 
* may be go0d, when we ule, as we pray for , ouhhy 
FY « aily bread. Pr 
Now, conſidering all this, where is any cauſegy 
| for taking away this Book of Common-Pr ayergy 
from the people, zs the brazen Serpent from themgh 
/ ot Iſracl and Fradah. o1 
But *tis no marvel that the Author and hisg 
| Followers charge men with Idolizing this Book, 4 
in offering in Publick unto God their Prayers ,; 
and Thankſgivings theteby, according to the 
Order and Authority of the Church, whenlI 
have heard them charge men with idolizing the , 
Lord's Prayer , uſing it but according to the |, 
"i Command of Jetus Chriſt himſelf; that is, in 
"it the ſeveral Services and Prayers of the Church, 
[' fitted and appointed to be uled _”= {everal 
I]! occations before Matters or Even-ſong be over, 
"il whereof by eſpecial command of Chriſt , the 
{ Lord's Prayer is to be patt. Luke 11. ver. 2. 
| When 1 conſider the impudent Charge, [ my 
| {elf heard from one of the Author's chief fellow 
| Chaplains againſt ſome of the Petitions of the 
Lnrd's Prayer, in condemning one of them in 
the 


(C 


CC 


SA 


«a wal ys a 


or th [69 ] 


whicthe Pulpit unlawful, as to the matter, and ano- 


-her not fit to be uſed 
whazy moſt; as alſo when Hugh Peters, at Norwich, 
wha "me '4 ſaid of that Petition , thy 
conſider the total **.: To 7 
e th *R a” will be done, GC. My hat, 
' neglect of our Lord's ſaid be, pray for animpol- 
G Prayer in theſe mens fible thing ; and condemn- 
| tOMNevotions, drawn up ing _ — » ſaid , 
"= ” CEE WH ITIONS 
: "Dy Chriſt tor a Form of of Que) ou call the Lord's 
Prayer, as well as for per. 
auſegn help to compole our 
2Y&own Prayers by. I ſay, when I conſider theſe 
"cnthings, then what David ſaid (fſecing the tranl- 
| greſſions of the wicked) of his heart, I ſay of 
'Smine, namely thus, I have faid in my heart, 
OK, that they ſay in their hearts, (though not in 
'erSright down words) that Chriſt in Compoſing, 
mc and Commanding that Prayer to be {aid as oft as 
nlmen pray, 1s acceſſary to a very great and ge- 
Ne neral Suiltineſs of Idolatry in this laſt reſpect at 
tC leaſt. 
mM Arif they ſhould not own this, yetI amfure 
n, the oral neglect of uſing it in their Devotions, 
al prove plainly , they look upon it as a Prayer 
T, unworthy to be uſed, which isno lels than in 
Ie their hearts to blaſpheme the Saviour of the 
World. 
Y But then further, he ſaith the Book was offen- 
V ſiveto many Chriſtians. 
© Hedothnot ſay, it was offenſive to the Bre. 
1 thren, or the weak Brethren (as is ufually the 


Phraſe in the Scriptures , in ſuch caſes as this 
| 3 here 
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here of the Author) And that perhaps hecauſle 
tic would not have the Church of E£2glapd, nor 
the Worſhippers of God by the ſaid Book, to 
nave the honour, to be thought to ſhare with 
them in the happy events of their ways. 

Verily I think none ſhall need to be offended 
at their fecluding them from their Fellowtbip or 
Fraternity therein; for both Presbyterian and 
Indeperdant, wm moſt of their undertakings, were 
but like Simeon and Levi, brethren in Iniquity, 
and. at the lalt day , without repentance, muſt 
have the ſame dooin they had from their father 
Facob, Gen. 4g werſ. 7. Curſed be their anger , 
for it was fierce , and their wraih, for it was 
F71el. 

Well, but to take it in his own terms, that it 
was offenſive to many Chriſtians. This term of 
Chriſtian was the ancient , and beſt name was 
Sven to true believers in Chriſt after his Aſn. 
ſion : this name 15, in the opinion of Divines, 
that St. Fames lpakeof , in 2d chap. werſ. +. 
which he laith was the worthy name whereby 
believers were called. And Divines deſcribe a 
Chriſtian as followeth ; namely, to be one that 
3s endowed through Grace with Faith and the 
holy Ghoſt, ferving God m righteouſneſs and 
true holinels all his days, as a perſon dedicated 
to Chriſt. | 

Now jt the Author ſhould produce any Chri- 
ſtian according to this. deſcription (which I am 
confident he cannot do) or according to any de- 
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«cauſe {cription hereof, congruous to the Scripture 
' nor {Ence, that ever was offended at the wor{hipping 
k, to of Godin this Form of Prayer; yet there's but 
with little {aid to the, Author's fore-mentioned pur- 
poſe , namely , of that Book, being an offence te 
aded many Chriſtians; it being but an offence taken, 
where none is juſtly given. 
and | can ealily grant, that the Book of Common- 
Praycr was offenſive to ſuch Chriſtians as this 
Author means, and as himſelf was ; and ſo was 
uf} many parts of the whole Bible. In the 1/ Book 


her of the Kings, chap. 22. ver/. 3. Ahablovednot 
x, focnquireol the Lord by Micaiah, becauſe he 
-,; Ppropheſied no good concerning him , but evil. 

And if the Author and others offended at the 
ix Book, would publiſh the reaſon rhereof, from 
of Theirhearts, *tis probable , *cis becaule theres 
is Aothingof good tor them there, but evil, being 
in thole perverſe ways. For, as | laid betore, 
| ſhould they have uſed that Liturgy in the time 
ks of the Wars, uſing the Forms of Prayer, they 
muſt as much as in them lay baye been bicfſing 


them they were fighting againſt, and curhng 
themſelves, and their curſed undertakings. 

And truly from thoſe Leſſons, Epiſtles, and 
Goſpels culled out of the Scriptures, and injoined 
by the Liturgy to be read in our daily Service. 
The whole Book is but a Aficatah to them, pro- 
| phecying no good to them, but evil, for therein 
they muſt have found themſelves an Army fight- 
iog againſt the Almighty God, to theix ſudden 
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both preſent an1 eternal overthrow and confu- 
ſion without repentance. 


Now, to have done ſpeaking to the groun:l- {h 


leſs exceptions againſt the Commor-Praycy Book 
in this 12th Conſ1leration, I have this following 
Opinion , That if the Author and his Party 
could upon the two former reaſons have pro- 
cured our Church, and the Civil State of the 
King:om, to have ferpentized the Book of Con. 
mon- Prayer, as Hezckiah did the Nebuſhtan ; 
they would be ſoon Scribling and Printing, ei- 
ther to have the Scriptures ( the full, ſet, and 
{tinted Rule for Faith and Obedience to be taken 
away and deſtroyed) they having the Spirit in a 
more abundant meaſure than formerly ( as to 
help to call upon God, as in Conſideration the 
Fifth.) So allo to ſet up upon their Aſertions 
another fuller and righter Rule for Faith and 
Ovedience, leading to falvation ; or elle at 
leaſt to have the Romiſh Priviledge -of an Ex- 
purging Index, to have the Texts in the Scrip- 
rures expunged and left out in the Printed 
Bibles, that make for Obedience and Subjection 
to the higher Powers, cither in Church or State; 
And alfo all places that command or commend 
Unity, Order, Peace or Conformity in or to 
the Churches of Chriſt, and whatſoever in the 
Biole make againſt their Opinions and Pra. 

& ices. | | 
Which Opinion of mine may be looked npon 
as Charitable, or true; conſidering, among other 
he | things 
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things of that kind (I could inſtance and prove) 
was acted at Much-Hodhum Church in Hartford- 
ſhire, by Mr. Harawick Chaplain to the Earl of 
Warwick ) ulurpins the Cure,aiter Dotor Pas, 
Maſter ot Clarc-Hall, was outed and {equeſtred; 
tor the faid Farawich , reading in the Church, 
for part of his own, or the Morning: yervice, 
before Sermon, the 122 Pſalm, having read to 
the laſt Yirſe, which contained God's Promile 
of clothing the Encinies of his anointed with 
ſhame, cc. he paſſed by the Yerje, and then 
went on, 

Which Mr. Herz thcre prefent obſerving , 
went out of the Church immediately; and ac- 
cording to his relolution , wpon H. raw !1ck'Snot 
owning one place of Ecripeare , as W ell - 
another, heard him no more, the time he lived 
in Town. 

And thus the Diſſenters from the Church of 
England, that have fry ed, and dolive among us, 
through pretence of their New Light (whichis 
the blackneſs of darkneſs here ) their contrary 
Revelations to thole in the time of the Goſpel, 
and before, and through their falte and ground- 
leſs Expoſitions of holy Scripture, they have 
darkned the Heavens of God, and the light of 
his Grace fo in this life, that they have done in 
this our Age, as our Saviour ſaid, the Scribes, 
Phariſees, and Hypocrites had done then, 
Mart. 23. verſ. 13. namely, ſhut up the King- 
dom of Heaven before men , neither poing in 
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- themſelves, nor luffering many that would enter, 


to g0 1n. 

Bleſſed LorJ, in whoſe hands are the heads 
and hearts of all men, lighten the darkneſs of 
all their underſtandings, change and ſoften all 
their hearts,that they may recover their (ſtrength, 
and ſtrengthen ail them they have 1educed, be- 
fore they go hence, and be not teen. 

To the 13th Conſideration, which is this: 

* Whcther one end of Chriſt's caming into 
« the World, was not to redeem men from the 
£ Rudiments and Traditions of men, of which 
« this is one; And whether it be not againſt 
&« the Blood, and Spirit, and Goſpel of Chriſt, 
i 1Pet.1. 15, 19. Hebr.g. 10, 11. 

The Opinion of the Author in this Conſicera- 
tion may be ict forth in two Propoſitions, 

The fit is this: 

One end of Chriſt's coming into the World, 
was to put an end to the Ule and Obleryation 
of the Riiliments and Traditions of men, and 
to the Ltic of the Common-Prayer Book , Eſta- 
bliſhed in the Church of England, by Queen 
Elizabeth, King Fames, and King Charles the 
Firſt, in the years 1500 and 1609, after his 
coming into the World , or going out of it. 
The latter part of the Propoſition is evidently 
a concluſtan flowing from the Conſideration; for 
he ſaith that this Book of Canmon-Prayer was one 
of the Rudiments or Traditions that Chriſt came 
to put an cnd. to. 
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In anſwer to which Propoſition I ſay; 

The end of Chriſt's comins into the World, 

was to compleat the love and kindneſs of God 
to Mankind, which was the redemprion and fal- 
vation of men, as is «firmed in the Firſt to Ti- 
mothy, chap. 1. vecrſ. 15. This is a faithful fay- 
ing, ana worthy of all :cccptation, that Chriſt Fejus 
came tito the wor'd to f.ruc ſrners, And this he 
was to perform in two particulars ; 

Firit, In giving himfelt by the Paſſion of his 
whole Life and Death, a ranſom for all , 1 Tim. 
chap. 2. ver. 6. 

And Secondly, In teaching the World by him- 
telt and his Apoſtles the way to true Faith, and 
due Obedience, in order to their Salvation , 
through the all-{uſſicient Sacrifice of himſelf, 
offered upon the Altar of his Crols, fo ex- 
preſly, Ats the 34, werſ. 22, 23. Moſes ſaid unto 
the fathers, A prophet ſhall the Lord your God 
raife up unto you of your brethr en, like unto me ; 
him ſhal you hear in atl things, whatioever he ſhalt 
fay unto you. And4it jhal come to p, aſc, that every 
foul which wall not hear that prophet , ſhall be ac- 
ſtroyed from among the people. 

Now in anſwer tv the Author's Opinion in 
this firſt Propoſition, it would be conſidered, 
what Chriſt, this Prophet, and his Apoſtles] have 
done in relpe&t to this latter particular, by Con- 
firmatisn and Abolition of the Laws and Ordi- 
nances were in ulc and obſcryation at his co- 


ming, 
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The Laws bcfore Chriſt's coming are by Di- 
vines divided into Moral, Judicial, and Cere- 
monial. The Moral Law contained in the Tc 
Com mandm:{: Fi, ATC C7720 Veritarts, of an ever- 
lating truth, There was no end put to theſe by 
Chrit , but were ratihed by the Command 
an? Obſerv ton of himſelf and his Apoſtles, 
Aznhiow the 519, werſ. 19. I am act come to de- 
froy the Law or the Prophets, but to fuiſil. 

Then there was the Tudicial Lavrs, 1umpoled 
upan the Few! by way of Penaltics, and other 
wavs; As {ir// Up »n the breach of ſome Moral 
Laws , as ks to death , upon committing 
Advftery, and reftorins things ſtolen four- 
fold, Cc. 

* ecozaly, Upon the breach of fome Cercmo- 
nial or Typic a! Laws, as the ſtoning to death 
the man tor githeiing fticks upon the ſabbath 
day, Nun. 1: . we. 32, 33. and cutting off 
thote that ſhuuld car Leaven ſeven davs before 
the Pafover, and ach like, All which Judicial, 
and alt» all Ceremonial Laws , and Typical Pre- 
figurations of C hriſt were ended by our Saviour's 
coming, \Atrine and Death,as 13 evideat,Colof.2, 
verſ. 14. blotung out the hand-writiag of ordi- 
dinances which was 4 painſt Hs, which w as Contr aV 
tows: nailing it to his craſs. Yea, 1 lay, they 
were al ended by him , together with leveral 
of the Fewifh Feſtivals, which the Apoſtle calls 
Rudiments, or weak and beggarly Elements, 
as is to be ſeen, Galat. 4. verſ. 10, Ye obſerve 
days, 
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days , aid mouths , and times, and years , I im 
afraid of ye. 

But now it remains that I anfwer to the fel. 
lowing words next laid down indefinitely, ard 
Traditions of men, which muſt not be granted 
in its latitude. 

By 1 radition is underſtoo! ſor ething taught 
Dy wor! _ Writing, tor mens oblervation . of 
which Trad tions {ome are aboliiked. and other: 
may, or muſt be continued. There were lone 
Traditions , beſides Rucdliments anc Ordin: ances 
be [ore 00! 5 of, that our Svicnr C nd. nined : * 
one was the C on mand of the EiJers, conce: 9- 
ing waſhing of hands betore Fating, as a reli 
S10US Duty to be perforined bCtore : this our 


Saviour condemned, Aatr. '5. werf. 2, 3. 
And there he condenne:! Now 1] 1 raditions 
of the Scribes ani] Pharifees, witich made the 


[Laws of God of none effacd t. 

But feconilv, ( Notwithitaneins Chriſt's co- 
ming an1 putting an end ro ftiperſtitious, and 
wicked T raditions, as hetore-mentioned,) I here 

are ſome Tradition;muſt, and others may , anc! 
ou2ht to be kept; fome nwſt he .ept,namely,fuch 
as the Aj oftle {j \eaks of in the 24 piitle to the 
Thefſilomans, chap. 2. verſ. 15. where he faith, 
Hold faſt the tr. divio 2s whici) 4 have been taught, 
whether oy word,or our epiſtle. Theſe were the Do- 
Arines and Dire@ions of the Apoſtles, in order 
to juſtifyins Faith, and a right worſhipping and 
ſervings of God, and were of Divine Authority, 
and tobe obſerved. And 
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And ſecondly, there were and are Traditions, 
though not of the ſame ablolute neceſſity with 
the forncr, yet that may lawfully, and ought 
to be oblcrved. Of this ſort are the Inſtru- 
Qions, Exhortations, and Reprehenſions of the 
Miniſters of the Word, appointed and ordainet 
(by them in Authority) to feed that part of the 
Flock of Chtiſt they be tet over. 

Alto of this ſort of Traditions , are all In- 
junctions, Canons, Liturgics, Ceremonies; pro- 
vided firſt, that they be either according to the 
Word of God, or not againit it. 

And provided ſecondly, that the end of im- 
poling them he good, that is, not tomake them 
eſſenrial parts of God's Worſhip, as if God's 
Worſhip and way of Salvation were not com- 
pleated as to the efſe, being, or ſubſtantials of 
it by hiniſelf, without them. Asallo, that the 
end of thoſe things injoyned be but pro bene, 
vel melius eſſe, tor the well or better being of our 
Worſhip, in order to obtaining God's Favour 
and Mercy ; as alſo that we might tread the 
ſteps of the true Werſhippers of God in our 
lawful Forms of Praycr, joyning together, and 
uniting one with another in a more powerful 
and prevailing way with our God than other- 
wile, according to the Exhortations of David 
and St. Paul, being for the forementioned end ; 
that of David, Pſal. 34. werſ. 3. O, ſaith he, 
magnifie the Lord with me , and let us exalt his 
Name together, And the Prayer of St. Paul 
for 
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for the Romans and all believers to be like mind- 
ed, is for this very end and purpoſc, Ramans 
the 15th, werſ.5, 6. Now the God of all patience 
and conſolation, graiit ye tobe like minied ne to- 
wards another, that ye may with one mind, and 
one mouth glorific God , evcn the Father of our 
Lord Fefus Chriſt. 

But now how ſhall the Author make ont the 
truth of what remains in the Propoſition, which 
is the point even only intended by him herein ; 

namely , that the Conmon-Priycr Book Efta- 
blifhed in Queen El:z aberb's days, cc. as inthe 
Propoſition, was one of thote Rudiments, or 
Traditions, which Chrift came to put an end to. 
I think I have mentioned in my Anſwer to this 
Propoſition , moſt part of the Rudiments and 
Tr:ditions that Chrift ended and abolitherl at 
his coming into this World, and ar his death , 
and I cannot but judge it a oreat | picce of non- 
fence in the Author to ſay, That Chriſt came to 
end that Litnrgy which was not in being titt 
above 1400 years after his coming. 

Well, but perhaps the Advertarics will f YT, 
things that come to paſs at any time have a bem? 
in the fore. fight and fore-knowledge of God , 
before they have their a&ual being in the World, 
as it was ſaid of Chriſt, Revelations 13. verf. 8, 
That he was the Lamb flain before the fount::- 
tion of the World. 

To which I Anſwer. 

Chriſt, the Son of God, was not the Lamb 

lain, 
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lain, only trom the {foundation of the World, in 
the ſacrifice of the gotlly, as ina type of him, 
but was allo {aid to be Nan, in reſpect tothe fore- 
ſight and deſign of Go! the Father, who of his 


everlaſting love, Save him a ranſom for Mankind. 


by his Ceath. and indeed to forelec and foretell 
things before they happen, or come to pals, ts 
peculiar and proper only unto God, as is evident 
Iſaiah 41. werſ. 22,23. And therefore in thisre- 
{pe&t | can grant, that the C ommon-Prayer Book 
had a being - at or before Chriſt's comins. But 
how can the Author make appear, that either 
Chriſt or his Spirit have dilallowed of it? As 
for our Saviour, he was fo far from being againſt 
well compoſed Liturgies , and conſequently of 
being againſt ours (becauſe as King Charles the 
Firſt, the bleſſed Martyr, laid upon the Ordi- 
nance again the Common-Praycr Book, in his 
{ſeventh Paragraph, that he held this to be a well 
compoled one) that indeed Chriſt compoled a 
Liturgy himſelf, to be uſed by all that ſhould be 
his Diſciples, as Luke 11. wverſ. 2. which Litur- 
gy or Prayer of our Saviour (as the aforelaid 
Martyr faid in the Tenth Paragraph of thole 
Obſervations) was the Warrant and original 
Pattern of all ſer Liturgies in the Chriltian 
Church. And I ſay eſpecially of ours (the Author 
{o much inveighs againſt) becauſe if it be not 
the beſt that ever was extant before it, yet it 
was a Liturgy inferiour to none, 
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So that for a bleſſed return and compliance of 
Difſenters to an Union with our Church, I ſhall 
exhort all that ſhall peruſe this ſmall TraRate, 
to conſider diligently as to the Anſwers here to 
the ſeveral Errors couched' in theſe Confidera- 
tions, ſo alſo diligently to ponder the exhorta- 
tion. of St. Paul to the Phulippians , chap. 2 
verſ. 2,3. Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be li\: Le minded, 
having the ſame love, being of one accord. of one 
mind. Let nothing be done through ſtrife, or vain- 
glory, but in lowhneſs of mind let each eſteem other 
better than themſelves. 

The ſecond Propoſition in the 13th Conſfidera- 
| tion is this: 
| _ The Book of Common-Prayer i againſt the 

' Blood and Spirit and Goſpel of Chriſt. For proof 
whereof, he- alledgeth 1 Per. 1. verſ. 18, 19. 
Hebr. 9. orſ IO, 11. 

Anſwer. | 

Sure this man hath eaten ſhame (as i in the 
Proverb) and digeſted it , that he dare charge 
{uch apparent untruths upon our Church, which 
is as full for Chriſt, his Spirit, and Goſpel, as 
any of the Churches in Chriſtendom , 1 appeal 
to arty man that hath peruted the Liturgy and 
Doctrine of onr Church for the truth hereof, 
tor condemnation of this preſent Error, 

Our Church , in our Common-Prayer Book 
owns Chriſt the only Mediator of Redemption, 
by the Merits of his ative and agen Ovedienc ty 
accorling to that in 1 Pet, r. werſ. 13, 19% 
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Ye were not redeemed with:corruptible things , &c. ou 
| but with the precious blood, - For every where ou th 
Liturgy owns with the Apoſtle there, that wi ag 
Wo are redeemed with the precious blood of Chriſt thi 
And for evidence hereof , conlider the con. ph 
- cluſions of our Prayers, and Colle&s therein 

A, and they ſhall ice all begged there of God fo! 

"n the ſake, merits, ar worthineſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Andifany man do but conſider the Communion. 
Service,and that of the Sacrament of Baptiſm, he 
muſt be wilfully, if not maliciouſly blind, to ſay, 
jl that our Church or Liturgy is againſt the blood 
Tt - of Chriſt. 
It; Further, For evidence of the Author's falſe 
An charge here, lct men conſider what Bleſſings 
f and Thankſgivings we do annually offer -to God 
for his giving his Son to us, our all-ſufficient 
| Saviour and Redeemer, in the. joyful Comme- 
by merations of his Birth, Relurre&ion and 
Wil * Aſcenſion,c#c. We own him the oaly Mediator of 
1% Interceſſ:on in Heaven, and thereby to have ob. 
. 1,8 tained of the Father the fencing of the Holy 
| Ghoſt upon the Diſciples in the day of Pen. 
tecoſt; And thatdaily,through his Interceſſion, 
he ſends the Holy Ghoſt into our hearts, to 
lanttifie us, to.lead us into all truths, guiling 
us thereby into the way of Pcace and Salya- 
(10N, 

How are we then againſt the Blood, or Spirit, 
or Goſpel of Chriſt? If our Adverfaries will 
peruſc that Seryice-Book, and the Doctrine of 
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&c our Church, contained in the 39 Articles, and 
out the Homilies, they ſhall find all things therein 
' Wt agreeing with the Golpel, and the Writings of 


riſt 
"ON. 
In 

fo! 
iſt 


the Holy Ghoſt, deliver'd by Moſes, the Pro- 
phets, Apoſtles, an1 his other Penmen. 

So that to conclude my Antlwer, as to what 
is objected againſt the Commorn-Prayer Book of 
our Church, in this 13th Conſideration, or elle- 


. where, I cannot think but that if St. Paul 


were now upon earth, taking the care of all the 
Churches, as before he did, he would give the 
like approbation of our Church both tor Do- 
drine, and Diſcipline, as he did of the Coloſ- 
fran Church, Coloſſ. 2. ver. 5. where he laith, 
He was with them in Spirit, joyiag, and beholding 
their Order, and ſtedfaftineſs of their Faith wa 
Chriſt, 
Tothe 14th Conſideration, which is this : 

« Whether at the great and terrible day of 
« Judgment, any Magiſtrates, Miniſters, or 
«© Pcople can juſtifie before Chriſt, the Making, 
* Impoſing, Reading, or Hearing of this, or 
&« the like Service ? 

To which I anſwer affirmative, They all may 
juſtiftie their ſo doing before Chriſt, as hath 
been evidenced in the Anſwers to the Propoit- 
tions, and in what hath been laid down before 
for juſtification of ſet Forms, as betorc limited 
in theſe Papers. | 

But then further, In this 14:4 Conlideration 
the Author would have men conſider, Whether 
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good men, as far as they build with this material 
(namely , by worſhipping of God by #h1s Book, of 
Common-Prayer ) will not at the day of Jidg- 
ment 1uffer loſs. 

To which I Anſwer. 

Having conſider'd of this Quere,and the excel- 
lency of bnilding upon Chriſt the foundation of 
our hope by way of worſhipping and ſerving God 
by way of Prayer and Thankſgiving (as in our 
bounden duty to do) and performing the ſaid 
duty according to the Form of our Common- 
Preyer Book : 'I ſeenot how the Builders , that 
build with this Material, devoutly and fervently 
in ſpitit, can ſuffer lols thereby , that 'is, loſe 
their labour in {o calling upon God. For further 
evidence whereof, I refer the Readers to my | 
Obſervation of the great benefit King Charles 
the Firſt, of moſt bleffſed memory , and divers 
there mentioned, 'yea and the whole Kingdom 
have reaped thereby, in my foregoing Diſcourſe 
upon the the 6th Conſideration, 

But laſt of all he puts the Quere, © Whether 
* thoſe canſtand then in the Judgment,  with- 
out fear,ſhame,and ſforrow.,that have caſt out, 
perſecuted, imprifoned, or otherwile afflidt- 
* ed the true Preachers and Seryants of God, 
* who Gid chuſe to obey God rather than men, 
** and to obelerye his Divine Will rather than , 
-© mens Traditions, 

Towhich T Anſwer, 
That u by the true Preachers and *eryants 
: of 
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of God, he underſtand the Nonconformi/ts to our 
Church before th- l-te Kevellion ; or if he there- 
by means the rebellion Ariny, and their Chap. 
lains ; then his Arguuent talls to the ground, be- 
cauſe then he argues, ex 0» ſuppoſiris, © ex non 
ſupponends,of things not granted, not to be gran- 
ted,for thatthey were neither true Preachers,nor 
true Servants of God; for evidence whereof, I 
refer the Reader to my Dilcourle upon the firſt 
Propoſition , deducible out of this Author's 
"th Conſideration. 

And for further Anſwer to this Quere, what 
the Author propoleth to the World to be conſ1- 
der'd of, I wiſh earneſtly might be lais to heart, 
of all them that are alive of the late Rebellion, 
for their true and unfeigned repentance , that 
they might obtain at God's hand forgiveneſs of 
their ſins, that are as red as Crimſon, in Perſe- 
{ecuting , Impriſoning , Impoveriſhing , Mur- 
thering, and otherwiſe affliting King Charles 
the Firſt of moſt bleſſed memory, the careful and 
godly Hierarchy of our Church,the true Preach- 
ers of Gods Word, and others the moſt faith- 
ful Servants of the Almighty , Who did chuſe 
rather to obey God, and to obſerve his Divine 
Will, rather than the Fanatical Inventions and 
Traditions of a rebellious multitude. 
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